

Forest City Ratner revealed new renderings of the public 
plaza in front of his Barclays Center, which includes a glass- 
walled subway entrance, foliage and enhanced bollards. 

PLAZA 

SWEET 


Ratner unveils new front 


for his Barclays Center 


By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The plaza at the entrance to the 
Barclays Center arena could ac- 
commodate the Brooklyn Flea, a 
farmers market similar in size to 
the one in Grand Army Plaza, or a 
movie night as in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, developer Bruce Ratner an- 
nounced on Tuesday. 

The plaza will also feature a sub- 
way entrance and exit and a sweep- 
ing view to the scoreboard hang- 
ing above center court. A canopy 


Yards parking will 
cost residents 

SEE PAGE 13 


hanging over the entrance to the 
arena with a hole in the center — 
an oculus in architectural terms — 
will be wrapped with a video screen 
that bulges to 117-feet by 56-feet, 
big enough for a movie. 

See PLAZA on page 13 


But what about the rest 
of the Yards project? 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper ’ , 

Atlantic Yards developer Bruce 
Ratner will not build the $4-billion 
mega-project unless the economy 
— and more specifically, the hous- 
ing market — bounces back. 

The developer admitted on Tues- 
day that all but one of the project’s 
proposed 16 towers can’t move for- 
ward because they are “market de- 
pendent.” 

“If the [housing] market never 
comes back, we’re all in trouble,” 
the developer told reporters after 
unveiling new designs for the pub- 
lic plaza in front of his Barclays 
Center arena, a $900-million sports 
complex under construction near 
the corner of Atlantic and Flat- 


bush avenues. 

That arena, plus one mixed-rent 
400-unit tower on the south side of 
the complex, are apparently insu- 
lated from the market conditions 
that affect the rest of the project 
— the arena because Ratner has 
put together the money to build 
it, and the residential building be- 
cause it is already being prepped 
to begin construction early next 

Then again, that tower is still 
not designed, Ratner said. 

Ratner’s less-than-rock-solid 
timeline for the full project con- 
tradicted his company’s own press 
release, which promises “construc- 
tion of a new residential building 
See YARDS on page 13 


SUPERFUND IT! 


Newtown Creek latest federal cesspool in Brooklyn 


By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn now officially has two toxic 
bookends, thanks to a federal move to 
designate the Newtown Creek as a Su- 
perfund site — the first step in what 
could be a decade-long clean-up for 
which the city of New York is partly 
responsible. 

The move, which Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency officials announced on 
Monday, follows the agency’s declara- 
tion of the Gowanus Canal as a simi- 
larly fetid waterway in March. The pre- 
liminary clean-up of Newtown Creek 
should begin next spring, said Environ- 
mental Protection Agency regional di- 
rector Judith Enck. 

“There’s a range of toxic substances,” 
Enck said, explaining why the feds are 
getting involved after more than a cen- 
tury of mostly unmitigated dumping 
into the 3.8-mile industrial waterway 
that forms Brooklyn’s northern bor- 
der with Queens. 

Most of the toxins are in the form 
of pesticides, heavy metals, and vola- 
tile organic compounds in the creek’s 
contaminated sediment. 

“Our action today will ensure that 
Newtown Creek will achieve a thor- 



Cleaning our 
Waterways 


ough clean-up,” Enck added. “People 
understand that this is a heavily pol- 
luted waterway, but people still fish in 
the creek and consume the fish they 
catch and people also go kayaking in 
the creek.” 


EPA officials said that it could take 
longer — and cost more — to clean the 
creek than the Gowanus Canal, which 
is currently looking at a 10-year, $300- 
to $500-million clean-up. 

See CREEK on page 13 


Meanwhile, at the Gowanus... 


Tornado unleashed Biblical flood of raw sewage 


By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper 

This month’s tornado up- 
rooted trees, tore off the roofs 
of houses and also served up 
a stinky and B-movie-style 
reminder of why the Gow- 
anus Canal is such an envi- 
ronmental disaster. 

During the Sept. 16 del- 
uge, a tidal wave of untreated 
raw sewage was unleashed 
upon the forsaken canal, a 
river of bile so rich in ex- 
crement that the waterway’s 


usual fluorescent blue was 
transformed into a deep choc- 
olate brown in roughly 90 
seconds. 

According to the Depart- 
ment of Environmental Pro- 
tection, the tornado dumped 
nearly half an inch of wa- 
ter in only 15 minutes — 
an especially high amount 
in such a short period of time 
— leading to a sewage over- 
flow far worse than during 
normal rainstorms. 

sewage after the tornado earlier this month. See CANAL on page 13 



Love 'em and Lethem 

'Bard of Boerum Hill' bails on beloved borough 

By Andy Campbell by the once and former “Bard novel, “Chronic City.” it needs to be. touted the , 

The Brooklyn Paper of Boerum Hill” at the power- “I can’t believe he’ll actu- “You’d have to give me a re- boroughin 

Take a good look at Jonathan House Arena in DUMBO was ally be gone,” she added. straining order to keep me out an entrance 

Lethem this will be the last a bit of a funeral. Much of Lethem’s greatest of Brooklyn,” he said. interview at 

fR , Fans at the reading were ap- fiction, especially “Fortress of He said they might in- theBayAreacollege,andhinted 

imeyouseeoneo roo yns p a n e( j j offended, betrayed. Solitude,” was inspired by his elude his marathon reading of at new novels that document his 
most important authors as a “Guess this means there own life and times in the bor- “Chronic City” at BookCourt life in the city, 
resident of the borough. won’t be any more books ough. But the scribe defended last year, when he read until 4 “I keep running away and 

Yes, earlierthis summer, Le- aboutNew York,” said Amanda taking thejob as head of a pres- am with 13 devoted fans. coming back again,” Lethem 

themquietlytookateachingjob Rider, who said she’s read every tigious creative writing depart- That said, Lethem seemed said. “I think this time away 

in California. one of the ink slinger’s door- ment at Pomona College be- earnest in his promise to come will help, but you can never 

SolastFridaynight’sreading stoppers, including the current cause his heart is still where back at some point. He even keep me fully away.” 




Whither Wally? 

Our poll: Backman must lead Mets 


By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper 


week, 68 percent ofvoters saidBackman 
should be promoted to run the Amazins, 



Brooklynites have spoken, and they while only 27 percent said he should stay be next year? 
want the Cyclones skipper, Wally Back- in Coney Island and lead the Cyclones to “j don’t know what my future en- 

man, to pack his bags and head to Citi a championship — something the team tails — it’s a waiting game,” said Back- 
Fans have spoken: Make Wally Field. was unable to accomplish this year. man, fresh off a fishing trip in the Pa- 

Backman manager ofthe Mets! In an online poll we conducted last So where does Backman think he’ll 


He dropped the ring — but city workers found it 


By Joe Anuta 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

City workers saved the day fora 
Florida man who had fumbledhis 
attemptto propose to his girlfriend 
on the fabled Brooklyn Bridge, 
dropping the engagement ring out 
of his sweaty hands and onto con- 
struction material below. 

Last Friday, hours after we 
contacted the Department of 
Transportation about the bau- | 
ble bobble, workers found the | 
symbol of love and are prepar- J 
ing to reunite it with the happy * 
couple. BAUBLE BOBBLE: The happy couple, Trey Turner and Kelsey 

“Are you serious?” fiancee Kramer, posed on the Brooklyn Bridge just before the fumble. 



Kelsey Kramer 
said after we told 
herthe good news. 

“I can’t believe it, 

I’m so happy!” 

This ring cy- 

didn’t look lil 
would have a 
rybookendinglast 
Wednesday night, when Turner 
andhis would-be bethrothed took 
a walk on the bridge, entering the 
span on the side near Kramer’s 
Brooklyn Heights apartment. 

As Turner took the first steps 
onto the boardwalk, he remem- 
bered looking down and think- 


ing how horri- 
ble it would be 
if the ring, with 
its .6-karat stone, 
fell. 

“The first 
thing I thought 
was that I should 
be really careful,” 

When the lovebirds got to 
about 30 feet from the Brook- 
lyn tower. Turner got down on 
one knee — but then immedi- 
ately found himself scrounging 
around on two after he nervously 
dropped the ring. 

“I was pulling the ring to pro- 



pose, and it flipped out of my 
pocket,” said Turner. “It flew in 
the air, hit the ground and started 
to roll. I was leaning down to 
grab it when it fell.” 

Turner added that both he and 
Kramer heard the ring hit a metal 
platform directly below them. 
“It was all enclosed,” he said. 
“So I knew it was down there 
and not in the river.” 

After they peered through 
the cracks on the boardwalk, 
they contacted the Department 
of Transportation, which is over- 
seeing the three-year bridge re- 
construction, in hopes of recov- 
ering the ring. 



Brooklyn Bridge repair worker 
Doug Reese saved the day. 


City: Don’t blame us for 
an opossum oppression 


Agencies did not bring in the critters to cull rats 


By Gary Buiso 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Opossum oppressed southern Brook- 
lyn continues to blame City Hall for an 
ill-conceived rat-eradication scheme — 
but the mayor and even the governor 
say the whole thing is a figment of a 


varmint-obsessed population. 

What has become known as “Opos- 
sumgate” started three years ago, when 
a Sanitation official apparently told a 
packed room of Community Board 15 
“town hall” meeting attendees that the 
city had “brought opossums in to take 


care of the rat problem.” 

That contention was repeated in March 
by Councilman Domenic Recchia, who 
told this newspaper about the supposed 
ecological interventionby the city, which 
allegedly transported the animals to the 
neighborhood to gobble up rats. 


Dther ‘true’ legendary urban myths 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The city says it never unleashed 
opossums to curb southern Brook- 
lyn’s rat population. But who says 
facts have to get in the way of a good 
urban legend? Here are some of our 
other favorite local “myths”: 


■ OnMarch22, 1940, a disgruntled 
transit worker jumped off the Wil- 
liamsburgh Savings Bank Building 
and landed on several sides of beef 
being unloaded from a truck. The 
man was only slightly bruised. The 
meat was very tenderized. 


• On Halloween, 1977, a Satan- 
worshipper from Queens stole a Ben- 
sonhurst cat for use in a bizarre ritual 
that involved dry ice. The cat clawed 
the man in the eyes, he stumbled, 
and in the confusion, fell in the vat 
See LEGENDS on page 5 



The Post repeated Recchia’s tall tale 
tail last Sunday in a story that referred 
to the city’s so-called “operation opos- 
sum” as a misadventure that is now caus- 
ing an opossum outbreak from Coney 
Island to Carroll Gardens. 

There’s one flaw in the whole thing: 
Operation Opossum simply isn’t true. 

“There is no opossum program,” said 
Jessica Scaperotti, a mayoral spokes- 
woman. “The city did not bring opos- 
sums there. They are indigenous to the 
See OPOSSUMS on page 5 



Sweet punch 

Legend ofthe squared circle, Oscar de la Hoya, led a clinic for teen- 
age boxers at Gleason's Gym in DUMBO on Tuesday. Don't worry, 
no photographers were harmed in the making of this snapshot. 
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Another mosque-erade! 

More protests at Sheepshead Bay Islamic center site 


By Alex Rush 

The Brooklyn Paper 

More than 200 residents 
and Brooklyn Tea Party 
members and 100 support- 
ers of a mosque and Muslim 
community center clashed in 
dueling rallies on Sunday at 
the site of the proposed cul- 
tural center in Sheepshead 
Bay. 

In the latest flare-up over 
the Muslim American So- 
ciety-sponsored project, 
Voorhies Avenue was again 
split down the middle, with 
anti-mosque demonstrators 
— and their anti-Muslim 
signs — set up on the north 
side of the two-way street 
while mosque supporters 
rallied on the south side of 
the block between E. 28th 
and E. 29th streets. 

“Islam is welcome here,” 
one sign read. 

“Don’t hate me because 
I don’t hate Muslims,” read 
another. 

Most anti-mosque speak- 
ers were quick to defend 
themselves from the charge 
that racism or anti-Islam sen- 
timent motivates their ongo- 
ing battle against the four- 
story proposal — but the 
signs they carried and the 
rhetoric they used told a 
different story. 

“People from the mosque 


will be praying in the street,” 
insisted Susan Gerber, a for- 
mer public school teacher. 
“People living on the block 
will have to step over 

Brooklyn Tea Party 
founder John Press, who 
rallied against the so-called 
Ground Zero mosque last 
week, again raised the specter 
of foreign domination. 

“The mosque is founded 
by a very scary organization 
and the Constitution does not 
guarantee the right of a for- 
eign nation to build a mosque 
in our country,” Press said. 

It’s unclear if Press had 
merely forgotten the First 
Amendment, but one member 
of his protest group did re- 
call the Constitution’s barrier 
on government suppression 
of religion — he just chose 

“We don’t need to watch 
Sheepshead Bay get raped 
by people using the Consti- 
tution who are not even from 
this country,” said Andrew 
Cardnas, a25-year-oldneigh- 
borhood resident. 

Nearby, a man who refused 
to give his name held a sign 
reading, “Hamas Kills, MAS 
gives them money. They have 
blood on their hands.” 

This isn’t the first time 
that the Bay People group 



FLIPPED OUT: One opponent declined to give his 
last name, but his position on the mosque was clear. 


has protested the mosque. June, which featured a bomb 
The group, which organized threat. No one has been able 
last year, also demonstrated at to show a connectionbetween 
the Muslim American Soci- the Muslim American Soci- 
ety’s school supply give-away ety and terrorism, 
on Sept. 5 and held a rally in Opponents have also ar- 


gued that the mosque will 
bring too much traffic to 
a mostly residential neigh- 
borhood. 

“People coming from out- 
side of the community to pro- 
test are just causing trouble,” 
said Steve Peskin, who lives 
across the street from the 
planned mosque. “It is not 
their issue, it is a local is- 
sue that involved traffic and 
parking problems.” 

But mosque supporters, 
organized by the non-denom- 
inational New York City Co- 
alition to Stop Islamophobia, 
derided the anti-mosque 
speakers as anti-Muslim. 

“These Brooklyn Tea Party 
and Bay People members 
are shocking,” said Frances 
Paula Minichello, a Sheep- 
shead Bay resident who par- 
ticipated in the pro-mosque 
demonstration. “This neigh- 
borhood should welcome ev- 
erybody.” 

Even claims that the faith- 
ful would be bowing toward 
Mecca on the street was dis- 
missed by supporters. 

“We’ll have a building, so 
I don’t think we’ll be pray- 
ing in the street anytime 
soon,” said mosque project 
manager Ibrahim Anse, who 
added that he expects con- 
struction to begin in about 
a month. 


Cosmetic improvement 

Boycott turns into 'buycott' for West Bank lotions 


By Andy Campbell 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Controversy sells — and 
in Brooklyn Heights, it’s also 
good for the skin. 

Local Jewish leaders and 
anti-Israel protesters faced 
off on Montague Street — 
again — on Tuesday, hold- 
ing a raucous debate over 
whether West Bank-made 
lotions sold at Ricky’s cos- 
metics shop support Israel’s 
“illegal” occupation of the 
embattled region. 

Not that there was any 
actual “debate,” of course, 
just shouting across the side- 
walk, as those who called for 
a boycott of Israeli-manufac- 
tured Ahava cosmetics and 
purchasers of said projects 
faced off for the second time 
in as many months. 



ters] are absurd,” said Ginger 
Berman, who bought a tub 
of Ahava bath salts. “There 
are so many other big issues 
to protest, why this?” 

The reason, say opponents 
from Brooklyn for Peace, is 
that Ahava products use mud 
from the Dead Sea and other 
minerals from the West Bank 
— resources that rightly be- 
long to Palestinians. 

Protesters say that the Ge- 
neva Conventions is on their 
side in this millenial Mideast 
conflict, but Raskin and his 
crew say that a 1995 agree- 
ment between Israel and the 
Palestinians granted control 
of a large part of West Bank 
In the end, the boycott sup- to Ricky’s with their wallets land to Israel — including 
porters ended up actually pro- open. the part where Ahava prod- 

moting the Ahava products, “I came in when I saw the ucts are made, 

as Heights residents flocked flags — I think [the boycot- Protesters may have out- 


numbered the supporters of 
the cosmetics company — in- 
cluding Rabbi Aaron Raskinof 
Congregation B’nai Avraham 
onRemsen Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, who has called the 
protests anti-Semitic. 

Anti-Semitic, perhaps, but 
great for business. Ricky’s em- 
ployees said that they sell out 
of Ahava products every time 
there is a protest — and there 
have been others in Manhat- 
tan, a neighboring city. 

The timing of this week’s 
protest seemed designed to 
make a point, given that Is- 
rael’s 10-monthmoratoriumon 
settlement-building in the West 
Bank expired on Sunday. 

“This issue isn’t about 
Jews, it’s about justice for 
Palestinians whose minerals 
have been stolen,” saidFelice 
Gelman at the rally. “We’ve 
asked Ricky’s to stop selling 
them, and they won’t.” 

Given the soaring sales for 
Ahava products on Tuesday, 
the group may want to recon- 
sider its boycott strategy. 
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WILLIAMSBURG 



A state bill to close Radiac, a radioactive waste 
processing center on South First Street near the 
East River, has been vetoed. 


Radiac glows 

Governor's veto spares 
radioactive waste center 

By Aaron Short 

The BmpktyiiPappr , LY ft* 1 * 

A dumping ground for radioactive waste will remain in 
Williamsburg — thanks to a veto from Gov. Paterson. 

The lame-duck leader trashed a bill that would have re- 
quired Radiac, a private radioactive waste removal com- 
pany, to relocate from a Kent Avenue location because it 
was within 1,500 feet of a school. 

The bill had been sponsored by Assemblyman Joe Len- 
tol (D-Greenpoint), but the governor said that the cure 
was worse than the disease in that a 1,500-foot rule could 
block many city hospitals and schools from disposing of 
their medical waste safely and efficiently. 

Lentol disagreed. 

“It is our job to protect against the worse-case scenario,” 
he said. “No one is trying to shut them down or hurt hos- 
pitals that rely on their services, we are simply asking 
them to move to where it is safe for everyone.” 

The company’s hazardous waste facility, located beween 
S. First and Grand streets since 1969, processes medical 
and radioactive waste from research hospitals, including 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, the city’s pub- 
lic schools’ science laboratories, and even hazardous sites 
dumped on street corners following 311 complaints. 

But the company has been in the crosshairs of par- 
ents of students at PS 84 on Berry Street, one block from 
the waste-processing site, and neighborhood activists. 
There have been no toxic leaks from the site, but the 
Department of Justice has called Radiac a terror target, 
and the state has cited the facility for three minor viola- 
tions since 2000. 

In the end, Paterson’s decision won out, drawing praise 
from Radiac’s attorney who called Lentol’s bill “poorly 
drafted and poorly crafted.” 

“It was an effort to put a single company out of busi- 
ness that has a 40-year track record of no environmen- 
tal incidents with outstanding service to schools, hospi- 
tals and agencies throughout the New York metropolitan 
area,” said the lawyer, Thomas West. 


DOWNTOWN 



Steven Maynard has been accused of cutting 
branches off healthy trees in Prospect Heights 
and Park Slope. The good news is that he's be- 
ing treated 

Unfit to stand 

Branch breaker is mental 

By Joe Anuta 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A weirdo who waged a one-man war against trees in 
Crown Heights and Prospect Heights was declared un- 
fit for trial on Friday — and will spend up to a year in 
the madhouse before he’ll be re-evaluated. 

The ruling by Supreme Court Justice Patricia Di- 
Mango means that arbor-assailant Steven Maynard, who 
was arrested in July after a reign of terror that caused 
about $200,000 in damage to street trees, will be trans- 
ferred to a state psychiatric hospital this week, and will 
held and treated for up to a year. 

After that period, he’ll be evaluated to determine 
whether he is mentally fit to stand trial, or needs addi- 
tional treatment. 


PARK SLOPE 


Park Smart price hike? 

City wants to raise meter costs in Park Slope 


By Gary Buiso 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Park Slope community lead- 
ers continue to slam the brakes 
on a scheme that would jack 
up the price of parking in the 
spot-challengedneighborhood 
by awhopping33 percent, and 
stretch the hours when those 
rates are in effect. 

Last week. Community 
Board 6 tabled the two most 
contentious aspects of a plan to 
extend “Park Smart,” a contro- 
versial city initiative that frees 
up parking spaces by making 
it pricier to park during peak 
hours, from noon to 4 pm. 

The program, launched in 
May 2009, raisedparking rates 
to $1.50 an hour along Fifth 
Avenue between Sackett and 
Third streets, and Seventh Av- 
enue between Lincoln Place 
and Sixth Street. 

The city now wants to hike 
the price to $2.25, and extend 
the “peak” hours until 9 pm. 

But CB6 tabled bothmoves 
amid “some disagreement,” 
said Tom Miskel, chairman 
of the Transportation Corn- 

Parking in the neighbor- 
hood has long been an asphalt 
conundrum, but the Depart- 


that avenue’s business im- 
provement district, said she 
favors the extended hours 
because of the area’s boom- 
ing nightlife. 

“This keeps the spots rotat- 
ing,” Lo Re noted. “It bene- 
fits someone coming to din- 

Business leaders are work- 
ing with the city to craftacom- 
promise. 

“We don’t want to extend 
the hours [beyond 7 pm] , but 
we have an obligation to make 
sure that parking is turning 
overmore quickly,” said Mitch 
Szpicek, president of the Park 
Slope Chamber ofCommerce. 
“We wantmore ‘muni-meters’ 
because that means [physi- 
cally] more spots.” 

The agency said it plans to 
begin the program’s expan- 
sion with the installation of 
new “no-arm bandits” next 
spring. 

Raising meter prices might 
be a boon to the city, but mer- 
chants agree: it will be a bust 
for shoppers and business own- 

“It’s just a way for the 
city to make money,” Kalb 
charged. 



Muni-meters along Fifth 
and Seventh avenues in 
Park Slope would get 
more expensive under a 


ment of Transportation said 
that its pilot program has 
proven that there is light at 
the end of the tunnel. 

And it is already bearing 
fruit — well, spaces. 

An April study found 
that Park Smart has discour- 
aged “meter feeding,” help- 
ing more drivers find park- 
ing spots, which have turned 
over at a greater rate since the 
program’s inception. 

With this data in mind, the 
city aims to expand the pro- 


gram: south to 15th Street on 
both Seventh and Fifth ave- 
nues; north on Fifth Avenue 
to Dean Street; to Ninth Street 
between Fourth and Sixth av- 

At its Sept. 15 meeting at 
Long Island College Hospi- 
tal, the Board 6 voted to sup- 
port the new boundaries; to ex- 
tendpeakpricingfromnoon-4 
pm to noon to 7 pm; and to 
change meter regulations from 
one hour to two hour stays at 
locations to be decided. 

But the more controver- 
sial matters were tabled as 
merchants fear too much of 
a good thing. 

“The current changes have 
alleviated the parking prob- 
lem,” insisted Jo-Ann Kalb, 
owner of Park Slope Copy 
Center on Seventh Avenue 
between President and Car- 
roll streets. 

Kalb said she does not fa- 
vor an extension of hours. 
“Most of the businesses here 
are closed by seven o’clock,” 
she noted. 

But what’s good for one av- 
enue might not be good for 
another. 

Fifth Avenue restaurateur 
Irene Lo Re, who heads up 


CLINTON HILL 



Bicyclists remember 

Avid cyclist, killed by city bus, is mourned 


Gone but not forgotten: Bicyclist Geoff Zink (left) 
remembers Jasmine Herron during a vigil for the 
fallen cyclist. 


By Thomas Tracy 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn has a new ghost 

Mourners installed the 
white-painted memorial — 
one of a growing number of 
tributes to killed cyclists — 
at the comer of Atlantic and 
Washington avenues on Sat- 
urday to mark the spot where 
Jasmine Herron was crushed 
by a city bus on Sept. 1 1 . 

The 23-year-old Ditmas 
Park resident was remem- 
bered as an aspiring artist 
who often rode her bike from 
her apartment to Think Cof- 
fee in Manhattan where she 
worked as a barista. 

Herron was rolling down 
Atlantic Avenue when a 


path of a B45 bus. 

Herron died at the scene. 
Crystal Francis, the driver, 


attempted to leave the scene, 
claiming she had nothing to 
do with the accident. But 
police officers dragged her 
back, and she was charged 
with driving on a suspended 
license, police said. No 
charges were filed against 
the bus driver. 

Friends said Herron, a re- 
cent graduate of the Alberta 
College of Art & Design, was 
planning to return to her na- 
tive Denver this week. She did 
return, though for her funeral 
on Saturday, hours before the 
Brooklyn vigil, said organizer 
James Caldwell, who is also 
president of the 77th Precinct 
Community Council. 

Attendees videotaped 
the vigil so Herron’s mother 
Wendy “could see the outpour- 
ing of support for her daugh- 
ter,” Caldwell explained. 

Herron’s ghost bike was the 
28th to be placed in Brooklyn 
since the practice began only 
a few years ago. 


BAY RIDGE 


It is hog hell! 

Cops ticket motorcycles 



By Andy Campbell 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The joyride is over for Bay 
Ridge motorcyclists who park 
on the sidewalk as cops vowed 
this week to crack down on the 
illegal but — until recently — 
rarely enforced offense. 

Ridge Boulevard resident 
Charles Ball learned that the 
hard way last weekend, when 
he found two $ 1 15 tickets stuck 
to his crotch rocket parked on 
sidewalk near Ovington Av- 

Ball recognizes that park- 
ing on the sidewalk is illegal, 
but he claimed that it’s a long- 
time practice among motorcy- 
clists — one that’s gone unno- 
ticed for good reason. 

“I’ve been parking in the 
same place since June 2009, 
andhaveneverreceivedaticket 
until now,” Ball said. “But no 
motorcycl isl wants to park on 


the sidewalk. We park there 
because we can’t afford a ga- 
rage.” 

Plus, cars won’t clip mo- 
torcycles on the sidewalk — 
a main complaint among Bay 
Ridge bikers — and thieves 
can’t steal them as easily as 
they can when they are not 
chained to a tree or a light 
pole, he said. 

But Ball’s complaints we 
fall on deaf ears, according 
to neighborhood cops who 
are indeed revving up their 
efforts to get bikes and scoot- 
ers offthe sidewalks. Officers 
told us that they got an earful 
of gripes about the boom in 
bikes at a recent community 
meeting, which prompted the 
crackdown. 

“Not only is it illegal to park 
on the sidewalk, it’s a quality 
of life issue,” said Deputy In- 
spector Eric Rodriguez, com- 


manding officer of the 68th. 
“[Bikers] arechainingthemto 
fences, guardrails, light poles, 
and they’re driving on the side- 
walk too. We have a lot of el- 
derly and kids in the neigh- 
borhood, and our pride is in 
keeping them safe.” 

Motorcyclists admit that up 
until this point Bay Ridge has 
been good to them, and they’ve 
tried to reciprocate. 

“It’s a friendly environment 


— Ieventrytoparkwheremy 
neighbors won’t hear me in 
the morning,” saidMackElt- 
antawi, another Ridge rider. 
“But if I park it in the street 
and someone knocks into it 
with a car. I’m not that rich 
to go to a dealer.” 

But atthe endofthe day, the 
law has the law on its side. 

“If people keep parking 
there, we’ll keep summons- 
ing them,” Rodriguez said. 
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More thugs in Ft. Greene Park 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

Four thugs robbed and beat 
a man in Fort Greene Park on 
Sept. 24, getting his phone 
and cash. 

The victim told cops that 
he was sitting in the park near 
DeKalb Avenue at 2:30 pm 
when the group of brutes ap- 
proached him swinging and 
kicking. The perps made off 
with the money and a Black- 
berry, and left the victim 
with a battered and swol- 
len face. 

Knife attack 

Some psycho slashed a 
man with a knife on Flat- 
bush Avenue on Sept. 26. 

The victim told police that 
he and a friend were argu- 
ing with a group of men near 
Atlantic Avenue at midnight 
when the thug pulled out a 
blade and slashed the vic- 
tim in the neck and hand and 
then fled. 

Gun-toting goon 

A masked thug robbed a 
man at gunpoint on Carlton 
Avenue on Sept. 21. 


The victim told cops that 
he was near DeKalb Avenue 
at 3 :50 am when the jerk came 
up behindhim and said, “Give 
me everything you got” and 
then flashed a gun. The vic- 
tim handed over his iPhone 
and some cash. 

Break bread 

Two jerks stole a man’s 
iPhone on Lafayette Avenue 
on Sept. 21. 

The victim told cops that 
he was near Clinton Avenue 
at 4 pm when the thugs ap- 
proached and said, “Give me 
your bread. I know what you 
got.” 

The creeps rifled the vic- 
tim’s pockets and made of 
with the popular phone. 

Good/bad 

Two thugs robbed a man 
on Adelphi Street on Sept. 
22. 

The victim told police that 
he was near Fulton Street 
at 3:40 pm when the first 
jerk approached demand- 
ing his cellphone. The vic- 
tim refused, but then thug 
number two came over and 
said, “You better give him 
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the phone.” 

The creeps then grabbed 
the device — plus $2 from 
the victim’s pockets. 

Car thefts 

There were at least four 
vehicle thefts last week: 

•Perps made off with a 
motorcycle that was parked 
on Washington Avenue near 
Atlantic Avenue on Sept. 20. 
The victim told cops that an 
alarm on the bike alerted him 
by text message that some- 
body was tampering with 
his motorcycle at 5:50 pm. 
A witness said that one hel- 
met-wearing hooligan rode 
the bike away while the other 
fled on foot. 

•Thieves stole a Suzuki 
motorcycle from Clermont 
Avenue overnight on Sept. 
21. The victim told cops that 
he chained up the chopper 

but when he returned at 1 : 1 5 
pm the next day, the bike was 
missing. 

• Perps jacked a Buick Re- 
gal from Carlton Avenue on 
Sept. 23. The victim told po- 
lice that he left the car near 
Dekalb Avenue at 2 am, and 
when he returned six hours 
later, it was missing. 

• Some speed-hungry hea- 
then stole a Kawasaki motor- 
cycle from Washington Av- 
enue overnight on Sept. 23. 
The victim told cops that he 
left the bike near Myrtle Ave- 
nue at 8 pm. At 1 1 am the next 
morning, it was missing. 

— Joe Anuta 


Prospect Heights 

Road rampage 

A crazed Volvo driver 
rear-ended a motorist on 
Underhill Avenue on Sept. 
16, but then slammed his fist 
into his 20-year-old victim’s 
face instead of exchanging 
insurance information. 

The victimized motorist 
was nearing Dean Street at 
8 : 1 5 am when the red Volvo 
struck him. 

The man driving the Swed- 
ish-engineered car got out to 
ascertain the damage, but at- 
tacked his victim and drove off 
before anyone couldjot down 
his license plate number. 

Nine on one 

A nonet of ne’er-do-wells 
attacked a 14-year-old girl 
outside her school on Un- 
derhill Avenue on Sept. 20, 
leaving their victim with a 

The victim was exiting 
the school between Bergen 
Street and St. Marks Ave- 
nue at 3 :20 pm when the nine 
teens — five girls and four 
boys ranging between 12 and 
14 — jumped her. 

The battered teen was re- 
moved to Woodhull Hospi- 
tal in Williamsburg for treat- 
ment as cops rounded up and 
arrested the nine scrappers, 
charging them all with as- 

Bag swipe 

A snake swiped a tote bag 
from a 32-year-old woman 
dining at a Bergen Street res- 
taurant on Sept. 19. 

The victim was eating in 
the restaurant’s sidewalk cafe 
at 8:45 pm when the thief 
grabbed the bag as it hung 
off the woman’s chair. 

The tote bag contained the 
woman’s purse, credit cards 
andiPhone when it was taken, 
police were told. 

— Thomas Tracy 


Carroll Gardens-Cobble 
Hill-Red Hook 

Buzz kill 

Two men robbed a woman 
who was trying to buy mar- 
ijuana from one of them on 
Baltic Street on Sept. 21. 

An un-mellow thug told 
the 2 1-year-old victim to fol- 
low him inside a building 
Hoyt Street at around 
11:30 pm if she wanted to 
cop the cheeba. 

She agreed, but once she 
was inside, was choked by an 
accomplice who demanded 
money. The duo made off 
with a phone and $60. The 
victim told cops she initially 
thought that the pot dealer 
was just “a nice guy.” 

iPhone IPicked 

Two men robbed 
on Dikeman Street o: 


at 6 am, his window was 
wide open, and his phone 
was missing. 

Volvo rolled 

Someone stole aphone and 
cash from a truck parked on 
Imlay Street on Sept. 24. 

The 27-year-old victim 
told cops that he stepped 
away from his yellow Volvo 
near Van Brunt Street at 5 pm, 
but when he returned 20 min- 
utes later, he saw his window 
smashed. Closer inspection 
revealed that his phone and 
$3,000 were gone. 

Bagman 

Someone stole a wom- 
an’s handbag from a Clinton 
Street stoop on Sept. 19. 

The 28-year-old victims 
said she was speaking to a 
friend near Carroll Street at 
6:20 pm, and when she re- 
turned, her bag was miss- 
ing. The thief made off with 
an iPhone, wallet, and credit 
cards. — Gary Buiso 


Park Slope 

Hospital pain 

Some creep stole a man’s 
wallet out of a bathroom in 
the Methodist Hospital on 
Sixth Street on Sept. 21. 

The victim told cops that 
he was doing his business at 
the hospital, which is between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues, 
at 8 pm when he left the wallet 
in the can. He returned three 
hours later to find the wal- 
let gone, and $200 figurately 
flushed down the toilet. 

Silent snatch 

A gentle goon stole a wom- 
an’s wallet out ofher purse on 
14th Street on Sept. 24. 

The victim told cops that 
she withdrew money at her 
bank, which is between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues, at 1 1 am. 
When she got home almost 12 
hours later, she noticed that 
her pocketbook was missing 
and several purchases had 
been made by the perp. 

B-day bummer 

It’s his party, but his dad 
will cry if he wants to after 
some guest stole his wallet 
on Sept. 23. 

The victim told cops that 
he hosted the birthday party 
inside his Fourth Street apart- 
ment — and the billfold was 
still on hand when the festiv- 

But two days later, the 
birthday boy found the 
wallet sitting in front of the 
apartment, which is between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues, with 


the debit cards laid next to 
it. More than $200 had al- 
ready been charged to the 

Fast crimes 

A perp stole a woman’s 
wallet out of a classroom in 
JHS51 on Fifth Avenue on 
Sept. 23. 

The victim told police that 
she left her wallet in an un- 
lockedclassroominthe school, 
which is between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues, at 3 pm while 
she was working. 

At 5:15 pm, she noticed 
that wallet, which contained 
$40 and credit cards, was 
missing. 

Car thefts 

•A thief stole a Toy- 
ota 4-Runner from Second 
Street on Sept. 23 . The victim 
told cops that he left his off- 
road vehicle between Pros- 
pect Park West and Eighth 
Avenue at about 1 1 am and re- 
turned a half-hour later. 

•A high-rolling robber 
stole a Lexus from its Ster- 
ling Place parking spot over- 
night on Sept. 23. The vic- 
tim told police that he left the 
luxury car between Fifth an 
Sixth avenues at 5 pm, but it 
was gone whenhe returned at 
6:30 the next morning. 

— Joe Anuta 


Brooklyn Heigh ts- 
DUMBO-Boerum Hill- 
Downtown 

Macy’s mayhem 

A lightning-fast thief stole 
a woman’s wallet off of a 
counter at the Fulton Street 
Macy’s on Sept. 21. 

The victim told cops that 
she was paying for her pur- 
chases at the Mac cosmetics 
counter in the store, which 
is between Hoyt Street and 
Gallatin Place, at 6:30 pm 
when the thief struck. 

ITheft foiled 

Cops arrested a perp who 
attempted to steal a man’s 
iPod at the Pacific Street sub- 
way station. 

The victim told police that 
the train stopped at the sta- 
tion, which is on Fourth Av- 
enue, at 3:30 pm. The perp 
grabbed the iPod right out of 
the victim’s hand and then 
immediately returned it. 
His change of heart didn’t 
save him from the law. Other 
passengers alerted a nearby 
cop who soon had the perp 
in cuffs. 

Ring up robbery 

Along-armedjerk reached 
around a cash register and 
stole a woman’s wallet inside 
Brooklyn Fare, a Schermer- 
horn Street supermarket, on 
Sept. 23. 

The victim told police that 
she left the register at 3 : 1 5 pm 
and noticed the missing wal- 


let about 10 minutes later. The 
perp fled and later used both 
the credit and debit cards. 

Metro mystery 

A thief took a woman’s 
pocketbook out of her un- 
locked office in the Metro- 
tech complex on Sept. 21. 

The victim told cops that 
she left her office, which is 
located between Willoughby 
and Johnson streets, to get 
lunch at about 1:10 pm. 
Twenty minutes later, she 
noticed her wallet, contain- 
ing $80 and a camera, was 
missing. 

Polytech-nicked 

Some creep stole a back- 
pack out of a man’s locker at 
Polytechnic Institute on Jay 
Street on Sept. 24. 

The victim told police that 
he secured the locker inside 
the college, which is between 
Willoughby and Johnson 
streets, at 5 pm. Three hours 
later, he noticed the lock was 
missing along with his back- 
pack, which contained credit 
cards, a laptop, and a cell- 

Through glass 

Some thug smashed the 
window of a car on Pacific 
Street overnight on Sept. 21 
and took equipment. 

The victim told cops that 
he parked near Third Avenue 
at 9 pm and returned at 7:30 
the next morning to find bro - 
ken glass and that his $3,000 
laptop, a power drill, and his 
car stereo were missing. 

Car thefts 

• A thief stole a Buick Cen- 
tury from Wyckoff Street. 
The victim told police that 
she left the car near Hoyt 
Street at 6 pm on Sept. 21, 
and returned three days later 
to find it gone. 

•An advantageous vil- 
lain stole a motorcycle on 
Livingston street while its 
owner was eating lunch at 
a nearby restaurant on Sept. 
25. The victim left his wheels 
near Gallatin Place at 9:30 
pm, and when he returned 
an hour later, the bike was 
missing. 

•Perps stole a woman’s 
Nissan Sentra from Jay Street 
overnight on Sept. 23. The vic- 
tim told cops that she left the 
car at 10 pm, and returned at 
7:30 pm the next day to find 
it gone. — Joe Anuta 


Southside-Bushwick 

Heyward rape 

A thug allegedly raped a 
woman on Heyward Street 
on Sept 25, while she was a 
passenger in his car. 

The victim asked the perp 


:20 

am, and he successfully lured 
her into the car, where he then 
See BLOTTER on page 72 


Sept. 

The 39-year-old victim 
was near Van Brunt Street 
at 12:30 am when the devil- 
ish duo descended upon him, 
pushing him to the ground 
and taking his iPhone, val- 
ued at $600, and his wallet, 
which contained credit cards 
and $250. 

Uneasy sleep 

Someone took a man’s 
iPhone as he snoozed in 
his Pioneer Street home on 
Sept. 23. 

The 46-year-old victim 
was getting ready for bed 
in his home near Van Brunt 
Street, when he placed his 
fancy phone near his win- 
dow at 3 am. When he awoke 
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Our man with a 
plan on the van 


By Gary Buiso 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Waiting — for a dollar van — is the 
hardest part. 

That’sthelleamedonMonday afternoon 
at Union and Columbia streets, a stop des- 
ignated by the Taxi and Limousine Com- 
mission for inclusion in its controversial 
pilot program to use vans along the for- 
mer B71 bus route. 

After a disappointing experience last 
week in Kensington — we waited two 
hours in vain for a van — we weren’t ex- 
actly bullish about our prospects in Car- 
roll Gardens. 

And at first, we were decidedly under- 
whelmed. 

A half hour went by, and still no sight 
of the van service that would be connect- 
ing Carroll Gardens to Crown Heights, as 
the bus once did. 

Then again, we got a chance to talk to 
former B71 riders such as David Geary and 
his two cute kids, Liam and Leila. 

“I would take it if I had to go in that di- 
rection,” he said, examining a newly in- 
stalled sign alerting prospective riders about 


the existence of the program. 

But frankly, we were here for the van. 

Three yellow cabs breezedpast. AnAc- 
cess-A-Ride vanpulledup, and driver Mario 
Sarazin unexpectedly offered us a lift. 

“Where do you have to go?” he asked. 
“Flatbush Avenue?” 

We declined. After all, the B7 1 is being 
operated by Brooklyn Van Lines, a com- 
pany we featured when it was submitting 
a bid to the city for the right to operate 
on the route. Co-owners Sulaiman Haqq 
and Devon Gordon wouldn’t let us down. 
Would they? 

Fifteen more minutes passed. 

Then, as breathtaking as a humpback 
whale leaping from the sea, it appeared: 
a great white van, turning onto Union 
Street. 

It was Gordon. He’d been working the 
route since 6 am. Slow going. Only picked 
up about 12 passengers that day — hardly 
enough to sustain the business. 

But there was no quit in him, not yet 

“My perception is that it is going to get 
better,” he said. 


‘Dollar’ vans fail on Day 1 


Few riders. 

By Gary Buiso 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Day one of dollar van ser- 
vice in Brownstone Brook- 
lyn was a lose-lose propo- 
sition — for passenger and 
operator alike. 

The Taxi and Limousine 
Commission’s pilot program 
to add “group ride” service 
along the now-extinct B71 
route sputtered through its 
Monday debut, as few people 
used the fledging service, and 
those who did — this news- 
paper included — waited 45 
minutes for a ride. 

The experience on Mon- 
day suggested that the MTA 
was onto something when 
it eliminated the B71 ear- 
lier this year, citing budget 
cuts and low ridership. Only 
1,080 customers rode that 
Columbia Street to Crown 
Heights line during the av- 
erage weekday — and de- 
mand for service was just 
as sparse for van operator 
Devon Gordon. 


long waits for service 



Devon Gordon drives the new "dollar van" o 
old B71 route through Brownstone Brooklyn. 


By 5 pm on his first day 
in business, only 12 people 
had used the new Brooklyn 
Van Lines service — hardly 
enough to make the opera- 
tion sustainable. 

But Gordon wasn’t fazed 
— not yet at least. 

“We are putting in the 
effort to make it work,” he 
said. “We are assigned to the 
route and we want to provide 
a good safe service. Grad- 
ually, customers will know 
we’re here.” 

This is the first time the 
vans are rumbling through 
Brownstone Brooklyn, here- 
tofore commonplace along 
busier routes such as Flat- 
bush and Nostrand avenues. 
The service, which costs $2 
per ride, is controversial in 
Brownstone Brooklyn, not 
only because “dollar vans” 
have a reputation for erratic 
driving, but also because the 
city program does not require 
the vans to stay on a set route 
or time table. 

This newspaper was the 
only customer when Gordon’s 
white, 14-person Chevrolet 


Express pulled up at Colum- 
bia and Union streets. But the 
city insisted it was too early 
to doom the initiative. 

“The challenge is to make 
sure that as many people as 
possible are aware of the 
service,” said TLC Com- 
missioner David Yassky, 
who said that his agency 
has assisted that cause by 
announcing the service on 
its much-watched website, 
printing and distributing 
many thousands of fliers 
and palm cards, making pre- 
sentations at community fo- 
rums, and enlisting the media 
to help spread the word. 

“We hope the opera- 
tors will be similarly ac- 
tive in their own efforts,” 
he added. 

For now, two vans operate 
along the B71 service area. 
No wonder former B71 rid- 
ers are skeptical. 

“I don’t see how it’s go- 
ing to work with no set time 
schedule,” said Kathy Car- 
ney. “The point of having 
transportation is to have it 
be on a schedule.” 


They lose — they win 

Automotive HS finally gets to play at home 


By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Pistons lost the game, 
but won the war. 

After nearly seven years of 
playing home games on a ri- 
val school’s field, Automotive 
HS’s football team finally got 
a real home game, taking the 
McCarren Park field against 
undefeated Bayside HS on 
Saturday. 

Though the Pistons suffered 
a narrow 21-20 loss, another 
victory moved closer to the 
team’s grasp: playing football 
games at the city park across 


the street from the school. 

The Pistons have been 
playing their home games 
at the Grand Street Campus 
more than a mile away, but af- 
ter we published a story about 
the school’s plight, the Pub- 
lic School Athletic League 
and the Parks Department re- 
versed the decision and ap- 
proved two genuine home 
games for Automotive HS 
on Sept. 25 and Nov. 7. 

Coach Haz Khawaja had 
“one of the most hectic days I 
ever had,” as he coordinated 
with teachers, volunteers and 



The Automotive HS football team, the Pistons, 
were fired up before their team's first real home 
game in seven years. 


police officers to line the field 
and erect barriers to make 
the field game-ready. 

About 100 fans — stu- 
dents, teachers and neigh- 
borhood residents — gath- 
ered around the track field to 
watch the exciting game and 
cheer for the home team. 

English teacher Mike Sill, 
who had previously trekked 
with the team to the Grand 
Street, said it was one of the 
best crowds for an Automo- 
tive game he had seen. 

“People at the park just 
stopped and watched the 
game,” said Sill. “Grand 
Street is intimidating. Here, 
everyone walks around the 
track and it’s much more apart 
of the surroundings.” 

The team’s players gen- 
erously compared the crowd 
to an “NFL atmosphere” and 


Opossums vs. weasels! 



Extremely non-aggressive. Would rather avoid confron- 
tation and be left alone. Plays dead as a last resort, 
remaining comatose for up to four hours. 


Feisty. Legend has it that some weasels will kill without 
being hungry. Unafraid to fight a bear or a porcupine. 
Larger predators don't often mess with weasels twice. 


A small, good fighter with cat-like quickness. Silent as 
ninja, it approaches its prey and then bum rushes it. 


Capable of subduing animals much larger than them- 
selves, wrapping their slender body around prey and 
dispatching it with a vicious bite to the base of its skull. 


The phrase "playing possum" comes from the creature's 
defense mechanism; subject of Australian children's 
book, "Possum Magic." 


When looking at a cloud, Shakespeare's Hamlet and 
Polonius discuss whether it resembles a weasel or a 
whale. And of course, "pop goes the weasel." 


that they “felt alive” playing 
so close to their own high 
school. 

“I’m happy that we have 
a home,” said senior Lance 
Penceal, who caught the Pis- 
ton’s first touchdown. “No- 
body else shares our home. 
It’s just ours.” 

The teammay have beenjit- 
tery playing in its new home, 
as the Pistons’ defense gave 
up an early touchdown in the 
first quarter before quarter- 


back Giovanni Flores con- 
nected with Penceal for 50 

But Bayside scored two 
more touchdowns, walking 
off the field at halftime with 
a 21-7 lead. 

The Pistons settled down 
andtumedup the ignition with 
Owusu Davis scoring with a 
20-yard rush, and Kareem 
Flats catching a touchdown 
pass late in the third quarter. 

Khawaja chose to go for 


a two-point conversion, but 
Bayside turned back the at- 

It proved to be a turning 
point in the game, as Flores 
was intercepted twice in the 
fourth quarter. 

But after the game, 
Khawja wouldn’t second- 
guess his decision. 

“When you get a chance 
to win a game, I take that 
chance,” said Khawaja. “We 
want to dictate the action.” 



167 Clermont Ave. f Brooklyn 11205 

Contact: Janet Williams @ 718-854-3710 

Limited Seats Available 

FREE UNIVERSAL PRE-K 

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
y 2 DAY PROGRAM 9:00-11:30 


FREE TO LOW COST ^ 
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OPOSSUMS 


Continued from page 1 
northeast.” 

The Department of Health 
echoed that sentiment, call- 
ing the concept preposter- 
ous. “The Health Department 
did not, does not, nor plans 
to release any opossums or 
any other wildlife to control 
the city’s rat population,” a 
spokeswoman said. 

And even if it wanted to, 
the agency said, it is not al- 
lowed to simply truck wild 
animals wherever it wishes, 
because relocating non-do- 
mesticated fauna is regulated 
by the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
— and that agency has not 
written a license for such a 
relocation, said spokesman 
Thomas Panzone, who fer- 
reted through 20 years of 
data looking for such a doc- 

But Recchia had no apol- 

“This is what the commu- 
nity board was told,” he said. 
“How did the opossums get 
here then?” 

Recchia recounted that 
2007 town hall meeting, at 
which Sanitation officials 
told Sheepshead Bay and 
Manhattan Beach residents 
that the city did indeed bring 
in the munching marsupials 
to control the rodent popu- 

And, yes, the minutes of 
that town hall meeting, kept 
by a member of Community 
Board 15, stated, “The De- 
partment of Sanitation said 


that the city brought pos- 
sums in to take care of the 
rat problem.” 

But Sanitation spokes- 
woman Kathy Dawkins said 
she personally spoke to one 
of the officials at the meet- 
ing — Enforcement Direc- 
tor Todd Kuznitz — and he 
told her this week that noth- 
ing of the kind was said at 
that meeting. 

“It’s not true,” Dawkins 
said. “Sanitationhasnothing 
to do with opossums.” 

But the conspiracy theo- 
ries continue. Theresa Scavo, 
the chairwoman of CB15, 
suggested that the city is 
just playing ’possum, des- 
perately hoping to hide its 
Mickey Mouse operation. 

Opossums, after all, have 
become a public relations 
nightmare, she said. 

“If you were them andnow 
you had an opossum prob- 
lem, would you own up to 
it?” Scavo asked. “I think 
it was an experiment that 
went bad.” 

Real or not, experts 
laughed like hyenas at the 
critter caper. 

“Opossums are not effec- 
tive rat predators,” said Dr. 
Robert Voss, the director of 
mammalogy at the Ameri- 
can Museum ofNatural His- 
tory, a Manhattan institute. 
“If they found a dying rat, 
they would probably eat it, 
but opossums don’t move that 
fast and rats are very smart 
and very fast.” 

The very idea of dispatch- 


LEGENDS... 


Continued from page 1 
of liquid nitrogen — spawn- 
ing the phrase “cool cat.” 
•The reason that there 
are no oysters in the Gow- 
anus Canal anymore is not 
because of the pollution but 
because of apair of ravenous, 
genetically mutated hump- 
back angler fish, who have 
devoured all the native mol- 
lusks and have moved on to 


eating the support structures 
of the Union Street and Car- 
roll Street bridges. 

• On the anniversary of the 
Revolutionary War Battle of 
Brooklyn, the statue of Min- 
erva in Green-Wood Ceme- 
tery shed a single tear as the 
clock strikes midnight. Hun- 
dreds flock to the cemetery 
each year to see the miracle. 

— Gary Buiso 


type of caterpillar. 

In nature, generalists take 
prey that is the easiest to ac- 
quire, not the most difficult. 
And for opossums, Voss said, 
that means choosing garbage 
over a grizzled sewer rat. 

The introduction of an- 
imals to control pests can 
have mixed results. Mon- 


the West Indies to control 
rats and snakes, but turned 
out to be quite destructive, 
wiping out a vast array of 
small mammals. 

So which animal would 
be an effective Brooklyn e- 


Curriculum Goals: Speech/Language Readiness 
Skills, Gross and Fine Motor Skills, Socialization, 
Self-Care, Computer Program, School Trips, 
Special Events, Enrichment Activities in 
Gymnastics, Art, Theatre, and Music. 

DON'T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY! 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


No Yards parking tax 


G et this: After ignoring c 

about the parking and traffic that 
would result from the Atlantic 
Yards project, the city now wants res- 
idents of the low-rise neighborhoods 
around the Barclays Center arena to 
pay to help fix the problem. 

Making a play for “Chutzpah of the 
Year” award, the City Council is dis- 
cussing a bill that would require residents 
of Prospect Heights and Fort Greene to 
buy residential parking permits so that 
they — and not thousands of basketball 
fans — get to park on local streets. 

port the locals against the < 
fans. But there’s a much-easier way to 
keep residential streets free of the noise, 
congestion and danger that comes from 
large numbers of cars heading to mega- 
events: don’t allow cars. 

Rather than making arena neighbors 
pay, the city and developer Bruce Ratner 
need to do everything they can to dis- 
courage driving to the Barclays Center, 
which sits atop one of the city’s great- 


There's an easier way to 
keep residential streets free 
of cars heading to arena 
events: don't allow cars. 


a public plaza in front ofthe arena with a 
nifty subway andLong IslandRail Road 
station that opens up in the center of a 

arena’s front door. Architecture and con- 
venience hke that will certainly encourage 
many arena-goers to ditch the car. 

Yards project calls for 3,670 parking 
spaces, mostly built under Ratner’s pro- 
posed 16 buildings stretching from the 
intersection of Atlantic and Flatbush 
avenues to Vanderbilt Avenue. Project 
documents have described that number 
of spaces as “sufficient to accommo- 
date ... a portion of the demand from 


the proposed arena.” 

How about going further? How about 
ticket subsidies for fans who buy their 
ducats with a Metrocard? A good start. 
But how about going even further by not 
accommodating any arena-bound driv- 
ers by providing no parking at all? 

The Barclays Center, after all, is 
unique — a 19,000-seat basketball 
i being constructed in the heart of 
a neighborhood of three- and four-story 
townhouses. That unique setting, plus 
outstanding subway and train access, 
render the automobile obsolete. 

And, of course, we have a selfish rea- 
son for wanting more riders rather than 
drivers heading to the Barclays Center: 
more subway, bus and train passengers 
meanmore customers who will demand 
first-class service from the MTA — an 
agency that has shown a gleeful willing- 
ness to cut service to communities that 
don’t defend their transit turf. 

More transit service serves the neigh- 
borhood far better than underground 
parking spaces. 



LETTERS 


Reader has yet another reason to ‘Veto Vito’ 


To the editor, 

My husband and I were at the 
meeting of the Kings County 
Democratic County Committee, 
and we were appalled (“Vito: It’s 
my party! Boss adds more hand- 
picked lackeys to Dem leader- 
ship,” online, Sept. 23). 

Chairman Jeff Feldman in- 




Assemblyman Vito Lopez 



spilled out into the night, shell- 
shocked. 

As the parent of two high 
schoolers, I have been to more 
than 100 Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciation meetings in four differ- 
ent schools. Every one of them 
was farmore democratic than this 
meeting of Brooklyn’s “Demo- 
cratic” party. The root ofthe prob- 



se member 
a meeting, 
dt recipient of his or her 
proxy snould be a district leader 
of the member’s assembly dis- 
trict, not the county chair. 

It’s no mystery why so many 
Brooklynparty leaders have been 
convicted of corruption. Power 
corrupts, and absolute power cor- 



Mary-Powel Thomas, 
Boerum Hill 


No backbone 

To the editor. 

Thank you for covering the 
Brooklyn Tea Party’s rally (“Tea 
but no sympathy for mosque,” 
online, Sept. 21). Too bad you 
showed little sympathy towards 
ordinary citizens gathering to 
bring attention to legitimate 
dangers facing our community 
and country. 

“Lashing out against the Sheep- 
shead Bay mosque?” “...tak- 
ing pot shots at the Ground Zero 
mosque?”". . .wrappingthemselves 
in the flag”? How about standing 
up against the insult posed by the 
proposed mosque, questioning its 
funding by groups with terrorist ties 
and defending our cherished Amer- 
ican ideals against an encroaching 
threat of Shariah law? 

Too bad you chose to focus on 
the burka guy and quote a single 
sign, rather than the focused mes- 
sage of the nine speakers — re- 
pealing Obamacare, suicidal gov- 
ernment spending and protecting 



responder. 

At least you came out, and we 
appreciate the coverage. Maybe 
next time you could send a less 
opinionated reporter. 

Patricia Levine, 
Marine Park 


‘Disgraceful’ 


To the editor, 

I read with great interest your 
article, “Horror house on 79th 



city they are not sure what can be 
done. How could the Landy fam- 

multiple violations " 
building with an “i 
soggy wood, a cav 
standing water \ ’ 
inggroundformi 
' is going to get “r 


making these: 
the Landy family w 
aware of this disgra 
tion and will have n< 


to fix the problems with this 
house, which has been an eye- 
sore for years. 

Carolyn Quadarella, 
Gettysburg, Pa. 

For park’s sake 

To the editor, 


I’ve been tracking the prog- 
ss on the new Vanderbilt Play- 



coon problem that has befallen 
our neighborhoods. When I first 
started visiting Prospect Park 20 
years ago, I could wander around 
freely through the woods, com- 
muning with nature, stand under 
the waterfall by the ball parks, take 
my kid fishing in the little ponds, 
play hide and seek in the woods, 


procreating at a rate not seen sin 
the Dutch lived here. 

This is Prospect Park, not Yt 
lowstone park, and the fences ne: 
to go. The red-tailed hawks w 
still find enough pigeons to e 


m trees or hunting en- 
iangered species. 

Let’s put a stop to the cook- 
ng in the park, too, if the park is 
:o become a national landmark. 

ghter fluid 


Mike Mastrogiacomo, 
Park Slope 



Go to your poll site, sign in, and get your 
paper ballot from the poll worker. 


On Elation Day, November 2, 201 

■■ I. !i « !i II- x- VL. il 111.. 


Get Your Paper Ballot 


Mark Your Paper Ballot 


Use a pen or ballot marking device (BMD) 
to mark your choices on your ballot. 


A Scan Your Paper Ballot 


Insert your marked ballot into the scanner 
to cast your vote. 


Find out more about the new way to vote or try out the new voting system at a demonstration in your neighborhood. 
Visit us at www.vote.nyc.ny.us or call 866-VOTE-NYC (866-868-3692) TTY 212-487-5496 


General Election: Tuesday, November 2, 2010 
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Comic godfather 

Dean Haspiel 9 long-time comic mentor 9 gets his time to shine 



By Chuck O’Donnell 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


A jackhammer cracks the road 
open, a car alarm blares and 
the F train brings a rumble 
of thunder from above every 10 
minutes. 

But Dean Haspiel can’t be dis- 
tracted from deadline. 

Bound to his drawing ta- 
ble inside a room barely larger 
than a dorm that he shares with 
four other comic book artists — 
dubbed Deep6 Studios — Haspiel 
spends the afternoon pushing a 4H 
lead pencil across a two-ply Bris- 
tol board with vellum finish. 

On this afternoon under the 
Fourth Avenue train trestle, the 
heralded graphic novelist is fin- 
ishing “Street Code,” a six-part 
web comic. The final installment, 
“Beef with Tomato,” is a nod to 
Charles Bukowski’s “Ham on 
Rye” in title and is an equal in 
emotional vulnerability. 

Like much of Haspiel 1 s body 
of work, “Street Code” is a col- 
lection of semi-autobiographical 
moments woven together with his 
pulpy poetry and told through an 
avatar. Bukowski had Henry Chi- 
naski, Haspiel has Jack. 

So whether Jack’s crashing his 
bike in Carroll Gardens or get- 
ting run over in DUMBO, Hasp- 
iel is careful not to let the sto- 
ries that make up “Street Code” 
take a wrong turn into report- 
age, esotericism, 1 


Drawn in: Dean Haspiel shows off his latest work from inside Deep6, a studio space he 
shares with other comic book artists in Gowanus. Somehow, the rumbling of the F train 
right outside the window isn't too much of a distraction. 

•aditional Haspiel — The Early Years.” Due out in mid- liamsburg to Carroll Gardens or Gowanus,” 
id the November, this 192-page retrospective is the said Irving. “But ifyou ever go to an event at 
workplace. brainchildofBayRidge’sChristopherlrving, Bergen Street [Comics] or to a local comic 

“It’smyloveletterto New YorkCity,” said who waded through sketches, photos, dia- convention like King Con or the Museum 
Haspiel. “There’s a New York City tourists ries, early works and current books to arrive of Comic and Cartoon’s annual fest, Dean is 
know about, and there’s a New York City at the conclusion that Haspiel is “the Godfa- like the eye of a hurricane, and a lot of peo- 
the natives know about. I’m writing about ther” of the Brooklyn comics scene. pie count on him for his input. Dean doesn’t 

what the natives know.” “Dean can take credit formentoring dozens just put himself out there — he reaches out 

Naked honesty and Brooklyn as inspira- of cartoonists and writers here in the Brook- to others and makes things happen.” 
tion are two of the many recurring themes in lyn area, and is easily the most outspoken Indeed, beyond the walls of his con- 
thenewbook, “Graphic NYC Presents: Dean voice on the comics being done from Wil- See HASPIEL on page 11 


In his own words... 

Dean Haspiel can talk as much as a draws. fathers who broke their 
Here are some of his insights into his work, cherries in Brooklyn *■— X 

career and, of course, Brooklyn. 

On Brooklyn: 


wouldbe proud to see 
the industry thriving -jr 
andexpanding where 


“In Brooklyn, you can actually take the time water towers and fire escapes still ex- 



gio Leone movie. I felt like this 
was the Wild West. Also, I felt 
like I was moving to the coun- 
mm try. I heard quiet for the first 
™ time and it was Innd ” 




or be given the space to figure who you are and 
what you want to do. It’s not t‘ 
down here, but you can go to sr 
yard. That’s nearly impossible 
and if you can in Manhattan, you’re only think- 
ing about, ‘I wonder how much they pay rent 
here.’ . . . People come to the great, big New 
York City, the Big Apple, but really it’s Brook- 


and the streets are encoded with the blood 
slowed and secrets of human trial and error, challeng- 

back ing our pencils, inks, and digital tools to cull 
and mull the universal truths.” 


On his web comic, "Street Code": 

“I’m trying to make you feel as alienated 
> the protagonist — as alienated as I f ' 


there. That’s what it says on the birth certifi- know about New York City. Little did I know. 

:e. But I feel like you become a New Yorker I’m 30-years-old, I’m moving to Brooklyn. I 


when you come to Brooklyn.” 


feel like I’m old enough to know everything. 
And now I’m being hazed by neighborhoods 
and cultures that have been steeping there 
for 100 years or so. I felt like I was in a Ser- 


On his autobiographical 

“If you know me at all, you 
know I’ve written about stuff that 
has happened to me, you know that there’s 
the slightest possibility that you might show 
up. ... I believe there are at least two versions 
to every story that involves two people. And 
there’s three versions for three people and so 
forth. Your truth is truth. My version of what 
happened today is what happened today. I 
happen to have the tools to express them. 
I’m not saying you don’t, but a lot of people 
don’t go off and make a comic book about 
what happened. The don’t write a film, the 
don’t write a novel, they don’t write a song. 
There are all these media we use to tell these 
stories. The slightest possibilities are there. 
What can I do? I can’t shy away from it. I 
can try to he sensitive.” 


Into the 
gallery 

By Meredith Deliso 

The Brooklyn Paper 

I f comic books were DVDs, this 
would be the “making of’ extra. 
In its latest exhibition, Kentler In- 
ternational Drawing Space takes a be- 
hind-the-scenes look at the new graphic 
novel “Cuba: My Revolution,” a col- 
laboration between illustrator Dean 
Haspiel and Cuban-American artist 
Invema Lockpez about the latter’s life 
under the Castro regime. 

Beginning Oct. 2, the Red Hook 
gallery will premier drawings made 
by Lockpez during the 1960s, which, 
because of their critical nature, were 
confiscated by Castro’s government 
and only recently recovered. Those im- 
ages are paired with original sketches 
and revisions made by Haspiel, as well 
as correspondences and pages from 
“Cuba: My Revolution,” for a rare 
glimpse into the making of a comic 
book by one of Brooklyn’s most cele- 
brated illustrators. 



“It’s a glimpse into the process 
behind the graphic novel, but also a 
chance to contemplate the comic page 
as an original artwork,” said artist Cal- 
vin Reid, who has an essay accompa- 
nying the exhibit. 

A teenager during late 1950s Cuba, 
Lockpez believed in Castro’s revolu- 
tion, enough that she joined the mi- 
litia as a medic. Her faith failed her, 
though, when she was imprisoned 
and tortured after a false accusation 
of treason. 

“Cuba: My Revolution” is a fiction- 
alized account of those yearsm with 
Haspiel providing the illustrations. 

“It is fascinating to see some ideas 
pursued, then dropped, or changed in 
inventive ways,” said the exhibition’s 
curator, Mariella Bisson. “In these raw, 
immediate sketches, the viewer can 
feel the artist exploring.” 

"Cuba: My Revolution: The Mak- 
ing of the Graphic Novel and Related 
Drawings" at Kentler International 
Drawing Space [353 Van Brunt St. be- 
tween Wolcott and Dikemar i streets 
in Red Hook, (718) 875-2098], Oct. 
2-Dec. 12, with an opening day talk 
and reception, 4-7 pm. 


NIGHTLIFE 


Crow about it 

On the farm, cocks need room to roam. In 
Williamsburg, hipsters need room to drink — 
and now they have a whole lot more, in the 
form of the Old Rooster. 

This new Polish beer 
hall onN. Fourth Street 
is surprisingly spacious, 
complete with stone 
archways, an expansive 
hand-made bar, andeven 
a foliage-lined, 70-seat 
backyard. It’s dark, it’s 
full ofbooze, and it’s all 
Brooklyn. 

And there’s a full 
gourmet menu nightly until 3 am. 

“I like everything on the menu — we’ve got 
food you can’t find at any other bar,” said bar- 
tender Alex Truitt, pointing out the filet mignon 
salad, sausages and roasted whole chicken. 
“Plus, the beer is good, and it’s cheap.” 

There are $4 beer and margarita specials all 
the time, and the bar’s 14 taps span the globe 
from Russia to Brooklyn. It’s certainly a drink- 
er’s bar already — and managers are even con- 
sidering a TV for football (hoo-ah!). 

Clearly, there’s anew dominant watering hole 
in Williamsburg. 

Old Rooster [221 N. Fourth St. at Roebling 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 302-1500], For 
info, visit www.oldroosterbar.com. 

— Andy Campbell 



DINING 


Egg-cellent 

Put down this newspaper and head right 
now to Five Leaves in Greenpoint for the best 
egg sandwich in the city. 

Yes, we know that there’s little better than 
the Gusten — the classic egg-and-comed-beef- 
hash sandwich at Dizzy’s in Park Slope — or 
the croque madame at Provence en Boite on 
Smith Street, but the sage-scrambledegg sand- 
wich at the late Heath 
Ledger’s old hangout 
is simply better. 

First, the chef starts 
with organic eggs, 
cooked a full minute 
shorter than most egg 
sandwiches, so they 
retain the scrambly, 
eggy, runny texture that regular scrambled 
eggs should have. They’re practically French, 
they’re so good. 

Then, the cook tosses in a nice sharp white 
cheddar. But the key to the whole sandwich is the 
sage. Now you know where we stand on herbs 
— who doesn’t love rosemary on everything? 
— but sage turns eggs into a punch in the face. 
It adds a smoky quality that even suggests ba- 
con, which isn’t even on the sandwich. 

Five Leaves [18 Bedford Ave. at Nassau 
Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 383-5345]. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 



THEATER 


Tragic stuff 

It took a very real tragedy to get a group of 
actors to confront a ruthless world. 

In this case, the killing was of the brother 
of a member of the international troupe Need- 
company — a journalist whose slaying in Ko- 
sovo is the driving force behind “The Deer 
House,” opening Oct. 5 
at the Brooklyn Acad- 
emy of Music. 

“With his death, the 
war entered the com- 
pany,” said Jan Lau- 
wers, the company’s 
artistic director. “It 
provided the starting 
point for a play about 
a group of theater-mak- 
ers who are increasingly faced with the harsh 
reality of the world.” 

The main story line, which takes place in a 
spare rehearsal space, is a tranche de vie of real 
events the company experienced. The other, set 
in a prehistoric fairy-tale Kosovo, focuses on 
deer breeders who face murder, anguish, and 
vengeance as a civil war closes in. 

Underwear, rubber antlers, jumbo ears, group 
singing, bizarre primeval costumes, warped 
animal figurines, and nude bodies are all abun- 
dant as the two tales intertwine. 

“It’s an ode to humanity,” said Lauwers. 
“Wherever we live, we have one thing in com- 
mon: we are survivors.” 

"The Deer House" at BAM Harvey The- 
ater [651 Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], Oct. 5, 7-9 at 7:30 
pm. Tickets $25-$45. For info, visit www.bam. 
org. — Adam Warner 




278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN 
718.369.9527 


The Mac 

Support Store 


• Brooklyn's First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

• Mac and iPod Repair 
* Brand New Macs in Stock 
• Mac Rentals and Loaners 
• No Fee Mac Data Recovery 
• Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades 
• On-site Calls 

No Appointment Necessary 

168 7 th Street and 3 rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 

718 - 312-8341 

9-6 weekdays, 10-4 Saturday 
support@macsupportstore.com 

www.macsupportstore.com 


Visiting the 
New Brooklyn 
Bridge Park? 

Come for Lunch or Dinner 
at 

7 Old Fulton Restaurant 



Specialties: 

Old Fulton Burger 
Cadbury Steak Dinner 

7 Old Fulton 
Restaurant 

at Fulton Ferry Landing 

718 - 797-0007 

OPEN 7 DAYS 


EVERY WEEK ON WATER STREET... 


MONDAY NIGHT 
FOOTBALL 


October 4 • 8:30pm 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
VS. MIAMI DOLPHINS 

^ 454: Wings 

0 t $3 Coors Lite Drafts 

$10 Burger & Brew 
7 LCD & 2 super screens 

Free WiFi, trivia games, prizes, and more! 

^YaterStreet 


] 


Restaurant & Underwater Lounge 

66 Water St. in DUMBO • 718-625-9352 
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com 
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Varicose or Spider VEINS? 


We have the Best Solutions 

1 Clinically proven, non-surgical technique 
1 Immediate return to your normal routine 
1 Treatment in a comfortable outpatient setting 
1 Covered by most major health insurers 


Kraft Warning. 

1-5 pm. Oktoberfest 
Street Party at Kelso of 
Brooklyn [529 Waverly 
Ave. between Fulton 

nues in Clinton Hill, (718) 
398-2731]. For info, visit 


le duckies anymore." Kuti, the inventor of Hook, (917)860-1147]. fare as the Jac |< son 

pm. Tom Chapin at Abased sXthat visit wwt.rhicenter.org. Five's "I Want You 



he used to promote 
civil rights. It's politics 
you can dance to. 

6:30 pm. "F e/a!" concert 
at Brooklyn Bridge Park's 
Pier 1 [Old Fulton Street 

DUMBO, (718) 254-8779], 



Back" with a moody, 
trip-hop rendition. 

Brooklyn Public Librar/s 
Central Branch [Grand 
Army Plaza at Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2211], Free. For 
info, visit www .brooklyn- 
publiclibrary.org. 
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From memory 

‘ Bee Season author Goldberg 
explores the stuff we forget 


By Adam Warner 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


W hen she was 10 years old, 
Myla Goldberg threw apair 
of scissors at her friend. It 
wasn’t her best moment. 

A few years ago, more than two 
decades later, the author found her- 
self remembering thatincident, and 
still felt pretty bad about it, so dur- 
ing Yom Kippur, she looked up the 
friend to atone for her sin. Turns 
out, the friend didn’t remember 


it happening at all, but accepted 
the apology anyway. 

“It was this great amnestic mo- 
ment,” said Goldberg. “We all sub- 
consciously edit our lives, and you 
never know what random thing 
might bring something back.” 
It’s moments like that that 
helped inspire the latest novel 
from Goldberg, who catapulted 
to literary fame 10 years ago with 
her debut, “Bee Season.” 

“The False Friend,” out this 
month on Doubleday, focuses 


on a successful woman living in 
Chicago who, after 20 years, re- 
turns to her hometown to confess 
the role she played in the disap- 
pearance of a childhood friend, an 
assumed victim of abduction. All 
her life, she’s lied about what re- 
ally happened, blocking the trau- 
matic memory, only to face the 
consequences of confronting her 
family, friends, and a past she had 

The result is abook that explores 
aging, the unreliability of mem- 



ory, and the truths we accept or 
reject. It’s thematically linked to 
the childhood trauma andremorse 
of Stephen King’s “It” — without 


the blood, gore or clowns. 

“Weallusedtobe someone else 
in one way or another,” said Gold- 
berg. “It’s a weird sort of feeling 


to go back to where you’re from 
and face who you were.” 

This isn’t the first time Gold- 
berg has put her memory in a time 
machine. 

“Both in this novel and my pre- 
vious, ‘Wickett’s Remedy,’ there 
is an interest in 
the fallibility 
of memory,” 
said Goldberg, 
whose previ- 
ous novel was 
set during the 
influenza pan- 
s demic of 1918. 

| (Don’t remem- 
| ber that bit of 
J. history? Exactly.) 
a Both novels are dramatic de- 
£ partures from her debut book, 
“Bee Season,” a seemingly sim- 
ple story about a girl, a spelling 
bee and its catastrophic effects on 
her family that put Goldberg on 
the literary map (having Holly- 

bad, either). 

“I basicily won the literary lot- 
tery,” said Goldberg. “The life- 


style I have now — I can be a full- 
time writer — is due entirely to 
the fact that my first book did ex- 
tremely well. It’s extremely grat- 
ifying.” 

Now, Goldberg feels at peace 
with people’s expectations as she 
celebrates her 
third novel. In 
fact, she’s pretty 
distanced from 
the borough’s 
literary scene, 

frequent, low- 
stakes poker 
games with the 
likes of Colson 
Whitehead, Darin Strauss and Jon- 
athanLethem, “before he flewthe 

“There’s a very vibrant arts 
scene in Brooklyn, but I don’t 
feel like I have any scene,” said 
Goldberg, who’s perfectly content 
playing board games at her Kens- 
ington home, seeing film retro- 
spectives at BAM and playing the 
occasional gig with her art-punk 
band, the Walking Hellos. 


BOOKS 




Dram: [177 S. Fourth St. between Roebling Street and Driggs Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 486-3726]. Open daily, 4 pm-4 am. For info, visit 
drambar.com. 



Turkell’s good-enough-to-eat 
photographs, the cookbook high- 
lights other Brooklyn trailblazers 
— cheesemakers, picklers, choco- 
latiers and rooftop farmers who also 
make the food scene tick. 

“We wanted to provide a represen- 
tative sampling of the kinds of arti- 
sanal food producers making inter- 
estingproducts in the borough,” said 
Brendan. “They’re really as much a 
part of it as far as the restaurants go 
— it’s what makes Brooklyn unique 
as a food destination.” 

The Vaughans may have writ- 
ten the definitive cookbook on the 
new Brooklyn culinary scene, but 
that doesn’t mean they want you to 
stop eating out. 

“We certainly still love to go out 
to these places and eat and order 
these dishes, even those we love to 
make,” said Brandon, who person- 
ally is a big fan of the paired din- 
ners at Beer Table. “A huge part of 
why the scene is as blessed as it is 
is people are constantly going out 
and supporting the restaurants in 

"The New Brooklyn Cook- 
book" book party at powerHou se 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], Oct. 
4 from 7-9 pm. For info, visit www. 
powerhousearena.com. 


Cook like the pros 

New cookbook lets you take advantage 
of Brooklyn s culinary renaissance 


By Meredith Deliso 

The Brooklyn Paper 


E ver since A1 Di La opened on a 
then-quiet corner of Park Slope’s 
less-than-glamorous Fifth Ave- 
nue 12 years ago, Brooklyn’s dining 
scene has never been the same. 

The following year saw The 
Grocery and Saul open in Cobble 
Hill, then Park Slope’s Rose Water 
in 2000, DuMont in Williamsburg in 
2001, and, fast forward a few years, 
Carroll Garden’s Buttermilk Chan- 
nel in 2008 and The Vanderbilt in 
Prospect Heights last year. 

These are restaurants Brendan 
andMelissa Vaughan call “The New 
Brooklyn”: trailblazing, ambitious 
restaurants united by their Manhat- 
tan-level cooking but at Brooklyn 
prices and attitude. 

“A lot of these restaurants were 
inspired by each other not neces- 
sarily in style, but by showing that 
it could be done — charging $ 18 or 
$19 for an entree and having some 
real energy and innovation and cre- 
ativity in the kitchen with an em- 
phasis on local ingredients and sus- 
tainable agriculture,” said Brendan, 
who collaborated with his wife on 
“The New Brooklyn Cookbook,” 
a collection of recipes from 31 of 
the borough’s “it restaurants out 
on Oct. 5. 

For some, the recipe choice was 
obvious — you’ll find signature 
dishes like The Good Fork’s Steak 


The perfect marriage: In "The New Brooklyn Cookbook," 
Brendan Vaughan wrote and Melissa Vaughan cooked. 


and Eggs Korean Style and Mar- 
low & Sons’ Brick Chicken in there. 
But there are also the less obvious 
choices, a meal you might choose 
on your fourth or fifth visit, such 
as the Tofu with Broad Beans and 
Chili Bean Paste from The Gen- 


eral Greene. 

“There’s an eclectic mix of dif- 
ferent styles and types of food,” said 
Melissa. “That’s what we were out 
to represent.” 

In addition to the recipes, which 
are accompanied by Michael Harlan 
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with DIRECTV. 
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Look what’s waiting in the wings. 

Grand Opening Premiere of Chamilia 

With a collection of 600 intricately 
igned beads in 14k gold, sterling silve . 
rovski crystals, Italian Murano glass and 

• exclusive Disney® Collection, you can 

create one-of-a-kind jewelry that becomes WA 

as unique as von are 

CHAMILIA 

YOUR LIFE. YOUR STYLE! 

* * * Special Promotion * * * 

Buy 2 Murano Beads, Get 1 Sterling Silver Bead FREE 

JEWELS BY SATNICK 

187 State Street • 718-852-1421 

Premiere Event: October 8th, 10am-6pm & October 9th, llam-5pm 
Raffles and refreshments from 12-4pm 




‘Funny’ people 

Slope directors' latest hits big screen 


A nna Boden and Ryan 
Fleck are back in fa- 
miliar territory. 

The Park Slope-based 
filmmakers first gained 
national attention with their 
2006 debut, “Half Nelson,” a 
critically hailed film about a 
troubled public schoolteacher 
in Gowanus. 

Following a detour to the 
baseball farms of the Do- 
minican Republic in their 
sophomore effort, “Sugar,” 
the married writer/direc- 
tors return home with “It’s 
Kind of a Funny Story,” an 
adaptation in theaters now 
of the acclaimed young adult 
novel by Park Slope native 
Ned Vizzini. Inspired by the 
author’s own brief stay in the 
adult psychiatric ward at Park 
Slope’s Methodist Hospi- 
tal, both the book and the 



Your questions are always welcome and your pet’s needs are thoroughly 
Dr. Dendtler and Dr. Johnson can put their 30+years of knowledge and experience to work for you. 


SOME OF OUR SERVICES INCLUDE: 

Exams, Vaccines & Lab Tests 
Surgery (Soft Tissue & Orthopedic) 

Skin Disorders & Allergy Testing 
Digital X-Rays & Sonogram Service 
Anesthesia & Vital Signs Monitoring 
International Travel Certificates (USDA) 
Internal Medicine • Dentistry 
Hills Presciption Foods 
Cat & Dog Boarding • Birds & Exotics 
House Calls 


SAVE BIG WITH OUR LIMITED TIME OFFERS 

(Please mention code when scheduling) 

PROMOTIONS PROMO CODE 

$30 EXAM FEE FOR NEW CLIENTS NC30 

STUDENTS RECEIVE 20% OFF THEIR BILL SDNT20 . 

SENIORS RECEIVE 20% OFF THEIR BILL SN20 

Puppy/Kittens Receive 20% OFF Initial Vaccines PK20 , 

2nd Pet From Same Household Receives FREE Exam 2PETS | 

Limit 1 offer per customer. Subject to change without notice. OFFER EXPIRES ON 9/30/10 | 


476 Myrtle Ave btwn Washington Ave & Hall St 


718-623-3999 
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UT YOUR HEART INTO MORE* 
THAN JUST A WORKOUT. 

A*T THE YMCA, WE OFFER AS MANY WAVS TO 
G ET I NVOLVED AS WAYS TO G ET FIT. 


JOIN NOW AND PAY NO JOINER’S FEE 

TEXT YMCA3 TO 30241 AND GET A PASS TO “TRY THE Y FOR FREE”* 

VISIT OUR OPEN HOUSE ON 

SUNDAY, OCT. 10, 12PM-4PM 

7 LOCATIONS IN BROOKLYN 

Bedford-Stuyvesant (718) 789-1497 North Brooklyn (718) 277-1600 

Dodge (718) 625-3136 Prospect Park (718) 768-7100 

Flatbush (718) 469-8100 Y Sports Complex (212) 912-2580 

Greenpoint (718) 389-3700 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
(212) 630-YMCA or VISIT YMCANYC.ORG 

Y New York City’s YMCA 

We're Here for Good. 


TRY THE YFOR FREE 

Bring this coupon to your local YMCA and receive 
a free pass good for one day through October 11th. 

A one-day pass entitles the holder to use one YMCA of Greater New York Branch free of charge for 
one day from September 7, 2010 through October 11, 2010. Limit one pass per guest. Participants 
must be 1 8 years of age or older and must present a valid, government-issued photo I.D. May not be 
combined with any other offer, other restrictions may apply. 


film tell the “funny story” 
of Craig Gilner, an over- 
worked, stressed-out teen 
who checks himself into a 
mental hospital after flirting 
with thoughts of suicide. 

In the film, the young Brit- 
ish actor Keir Gilchrist plays 
Craig, with a supporting cast 
including such familiar New 
York faces as Jim Gaffigan, 
Adrian Martinez, and Brook- 
lyn’s own resident funnyman 
Zach Galifianakis as a gre- 
garious-but-troubled older 
patient who takes the con- 
fused kid under his wing. 

“The book had such anice 
tone and a wonderful lead 
character,” saidBoden. “Ned 
did such abrilliantjob getting 
into the head of a 16-year-old 
who was going through a lot 
of s — , but really wanted help 
in an open, earnest way. It 
reminded us of the spirit of 
those John Hughes movies 
we grew up with.” 

Much of the action takes 
place inside a mental insti- 
tution, so the film could fea- 
sibly have been filmed any- 
where, but there was never 
any chatter about leaving 
Brooklyn, a decision the 
author appreciated. 

“New York City’s pres- 
sure to succeed is key to 
the story and it birthed the 



Funny people: Ryan Fleck (right) and Anna Boden 
on the set of their new movie, "It's Kind of a Funny 
Story," starring Keir Gilchrist (left) and filmed in part 
on the Brooklyn Bridge. 


hectic inner monologue that 
plagues Craig,” said Vezzini. 
“I’m thrilled that the film 
doesn’t just name-check 
Brooklyn. It supports it by 
being shot here.” 

Specifically, the bulk of 
the movie was filmed late 
last year at the now-closed 
Victory Memorial Hospital 
in Bay Ridge, which gave the 
production access to an en- 


tire unused floor. 

“We got lucky with that lo- 
cation,” said Fleck. “It’s a vi- 
sually interesting hospital — 
it doesn’t feel claustrophobic, 
like a ‘Cuckoo’s Nest’ kind of 
place. The production design 
team did a good job making 
it feel like a warm place for 
healing to occur.” 

Due to production con- 
straints, a few scenes were 


the Wyckoff Heights Medi- 


door with an emergency and 
we’d have to stop shooting,” 
said Boden. 

Although the cameras 
never ventured outside 
Victory into the surround- 
ing neighborhood, Fleck and 
Boden did become regulars 
at a few local spots, includ- 
ing the Japanese restaurant 
Fushimi, where they often 
grabbed lunch in between lo- 
cation scouting trips. Andjust 
before shooting began, the 
pair picked up a 16mmBolex 
camera and filmed Gilchrist 
riding his bike all over the 
borough, from Coney Island 
to the Brooklyn Bridge. That 
footage appears as part of a 
flashback sequence in which 
Craig recalls one of the last 
days he felt truly happy. 

“We scripted which neigh- 
borhoods we wanted to visit 
and then went out and filmed 
the boys on their bikes,” said 
Fleck, adding that they made 
sure to shoot the kids pass- 
ing by several familiar land- 
marks, such as the Park Slope 
Food Coop. “We also got a 
mom with a stroller [in the 
frame], so that was a two- 
for-one shot.” 

"It's Kind of a Funny Sto- 
ry" at Cobble Hill Cinemas 
[265 Court St. near Butler 
Street, (718) 596-9113] and 
Pavilion Park Slope [188 
Prospect Park West at 14th 
Street, (71 8) 369-0838] start- 
ing Oct. 8. 


9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 8 



THEATER, "PORTRAYED — 
THE UNBEARABLE BUR- 
DEN OF DECIDING WHAT 
TO DO BEFORE DYING": 

4 pm. See Friday, Oct. 1 . 
MUSIC, STEPHANE WREM- 
BEL: Mixes up the tradi- 
tional Django repertoire 

terpetatrons 5 ™ standards 
9 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth 


SALES AND MARKETS 


liamsburgh Savings Bank (1 
Hanson PI. at Flatbush Av- 
enue in Fort Greene), www. 
brooklynflea.com. 

MAKERS MARKET: Hic|h- 


jmphc 


& 


■n. Old At 


am leads. $75 per couple. 

I am-2 pm. Still Hip [283 
rand Ave. between Clif- 

venuefn a ciintonffilLP18) 


Saturday, Oct. 2. 

DISCUSSION, "CRY THE BE- 
LOVED COUNTRY": Alan 


Pierrepont St. at Clir 
Street in Brooklyn Hi 
(718) 222-4111], wwv 
brooklynhistory.org. 
MUSIC, SONOS: A cap 


SILENT FILM, "GRANDMA'S 

BOY": Slapstick starring 
Harold Lloyd — plus lr- 


traTb ranch* 


(718) 566-0054], www. 
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 
MUSIC, COMEDY: Free. 6-8 


pm. ArtMart 11225 (Linco 
Road between Ocean anc 
Flatbush avenues in Pros- 
pect Lefferts Gardens), 
www.plgarts.org. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Noon-8 
pm. Artists and Fleas (129 N. 

Avenue and Berry Street in 


WORKSHOP, SOLAR EN- 
ERGY TOUR: Visitors view 
the Memorial Garden and 


solar powered waterfalls. 
$10 suggested donation. 
10 am-4 pm. 6/15 Green 
Community Garden [Sixth 
Avenue at 15th Street in 
Park Slope, (347) 254- 
0019], www.citysolar.org. 
CHILE PEPPER FIESTA: Fea- 


Heights, (718) 623-7220], 

TARGET'S FIRST SATURDAY: 


Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av- 
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638-5000], www. 

SENIOR I^OLrl^gendary Joe 


Library's Central 
[Flatbush Avenue at East- 
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

LECTURE, ARTIST JUDY 
CHICAGO: Talks about her 


lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av- 
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718)638-5000], www. 
brooklynmuseum.org. 
READING, WEEKEND STO- 
RIES FOR PRESCHOOL- 
ERS: 2 pm. Brooklyn Public 

Pai^CnuertE^ 

Plazaln Sslope^lB)"^ 
230-2100]. 


. e, (718) 499-2622], 
www.puppetsjazz.com. 

THEATER, "THE DEER 

HOUSE": Jan Lauwers and 

$25- $4™ ' 730 prm BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

READING, SAUL AUSTER- 


[126 Franklin St. at Miltc 


HEALTH, QUIT SMOKING: 
Free. 5-6 pm. New York 
Methodist Hospital [506 
Sixth St. between Seventl 


Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 
1 [Old Fulton St. at Furman 


READING, "THE NEW 
BROOKLYN COOK- 
BOOK": Authors and food. 
Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 


Prospect Park West. Free. 
BancfshelfiEnter Park at 


WORKSHOP, "THE IMPACT 
OF HEALTHCARE RE- 
FORM ON YOUR BUSI- 
NESS": Talk spon 
the Brooklyn Cha 
Commerce. Free. 8:30-11 
am. Brooklyn Borough 
Hall [209 Joralemon St. 
between Court and Adams 
streets in Downtown, (718) 
875-1000X133], www. 
ibrooklyn.com. 

TOUR, HISTORIC AIR- 
PLANES: 10 am-4 pm. See 


TASTE OF RED HOOK: 

Sample the best food Red 
Hook has to offer while 
raising money for educa- 
tion and health programs 
in the neighborhood. $100 


[1331 


mdVerc 


the Jackson Five. Free. 7 
pm. Brooklyn Public Library 
at Co _ trail, Dvvad Cento 
[10 Grand Army Plaza at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 230-2211], 
www.brooklynpublicli- 

READING?AMMON SHEA: 

Author of "The Phone 
Book: The Curious History 
of the Book That Everyone 
Uses But No One Reads." 
signing. Free. 7-9 pm. Pow- 
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.pow- 

READING, MYLA GOLD- 
BERG: Author of "The 
False Friend." Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt[163 Court St. 

1 • jn Pacific and Dean 

in Cobble Hill, (718) 

875-3677], www.book- 

THEATER, "THE DEER 
HOUSE": 7:30 pm. See 
Tuesday, Oct. 5. 

READING, "YA NOT?" WITH 
KATE MILFORD: 7:30 pm. 
Vvc -d i2d dvifikli:' St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, 


ok, (917) 860-1147], 


MUSIC, "STRAWBERRY 
FIELDS — A TRIBUTE TO 
THE BEATLES": “ 


MUSIC, URI CAINE WITH 
BARBARA WALKER: The 

Grammy-nominated Jazz 


$150. 6:30 pm. (212) 430- 
6733, www.hivlawandpolicy. 
org/public/support/Event. 


HEALTH, BROOKLYN ROAD 
RUNNERS CLUB: 6:45 pm. 
See Tuesday, Oct. 5. 
THEATER, "CIRCUS OF CIR- 
CUS": 9:30 pm. See Friday, 
Oct. 1. 

HEALTH, EXERCISE WORK- 
OUT: 7-7:45 am. See Tues- 
day, Oct. 5. 

TOUR, HISTORIC AIR- 
PLANES: 10 am-4 pm. See 
Saturday, Oct. 2. 
BROOKLYN BOUNTY: Feast 
on goods from Brooklyn 

for Brooklyn Historical Soci- 
ety's education programs. 
$150. 6:30-9:30 pm. Brook- 
lyn Historical Society [128 


lyn.w< 

THEATER, "PORTRAYED — 
THE UNBEARABLE BUR- 
DEN OF DECIDING WHAT 
TO DO BEFORE DYING": 

8 pm. $ee Friday, Oct. 1. 


GREENPOINT FLEA MAR- 
KET: noon-8 pm. $ee Fri- 
day, Oct. 1. 

THEATER, "CIRCU3 OF CIR- 

CU3": 8:30 pm. Bee Friday, 
Oct. 1. 

THEATER, "PLAN 9 FROM 
OUTER SPACE": Stage ver- 
sion of the Ed Wood "clas- 
sic." 10 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Lorimer Street in Williams- 
burg, (212) 352-3101]. 

READING, BROOKLYN RAIL 
ANTHOLOGY: 7 pm. 
Spoonbill & Sugartown, 
Booksellers [218 Bedford 
Ave. in Williamsburg, (718) 
387-7322], www.spoonbill- 

THEATER, "THE DEER 

HOUSE": 7:30 pm. See 
Tuesday, Oct. 5. 

MUSIC, ELEONORE OP- 
PENHEIM AND LESLEY 
FLANIGAN: Bassist and 
sound artist perform as 
part of Music at First series. 
$10. 7:30 pm. First Presby- 
terian Church of Brooklyn 
(124 Henry St. in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.fpcbrook- 
lyn.org. 

See 9 DAYS on page 1 1 


Can Factory [232 Third St. 
anus, (718) 237-4335], xo- 

projects.com/market.html. 

PS 321 FLEA MARKET: 9 

am-5 pm. See Saturday, 
Oct. 2. 

FULTON FLEA: Free. 10:30 
am-6 pm. Brooklyn Plaza 
Medical Center [650 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliot and 
Fort Greene places in Fort 
Greene, (917) 364-5648], 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 

n. See Saturday, 


FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 

am-4 pm. The Commons 
[388 Atlantic Ave. betweei 
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Coffee makes you fat? 

New book trashes java for effect on our waistlines 



By Alex Rush 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

I n addition to Xanax and a 
shot of vodka with a Red 
Bull chaser, we need more 
than a few cups of coffee 
to get through the day. So 
when we heard about a book 
that said the caffeine in cof- 
fee makes us fat, it was like 
getting splashed in the face 
with a piping hot espresso. 
Are those love handles re- 
ally causedby our Venti Pike 
Place Roast, rather than all 
the Heineken and chicken 
wings we consumed while 
watching the Giants destroy 
the Panthers on Sunday? To 
find out, we had our writer 
Alex Rush check in with 
Eugene Wells, the Brigh- 
ton Beach-based writer of 
“The Decaf Diet: Is Caf- 
feine Making You Fat?” to 
find out. 

Alex Rush: Who the 
hell are you to tell me 
that I need to stop 
drinking coffee or else 
I'll get fat? I need that 
coffee. Why are you try- 
ing to destroy my way 
of life? 

Eugene Wells: Pmnot say- 
ing you should stop drink- 
ing coffee, because I still 
drink it from time to time, 
too. I’m just pointing out that 
we should have it in modera- 
tion because there are a num- 
ber of different ways that cof- 
fee and caffeine intake can 
contribute to a slower me- 


tabolism and overeating. For 
instance, caffeine consump- 
tion can increase your levels 
of cortisol, which are hor- 
mones released in response 
to stress. Stress and those 
hormones cause an increase 
in appetite, which of course 
causes overeating. Caffeine 
can also cause muscles to 
break down. 


AR: But you're a law- 
yer with no background 
in scientific research. 
Where are you get- 
ting your information 
from? 

EW: I noticed that I gained 
a lot of weight really fast after 
drinking coffee regularly. 

AR: Yeah, I noticed 
that the book had no 


jacket picture. 

EW: Nice once. Any- 
way, I have a lanky frame, 
yet I put on 35 pounds in six 
months, all in my belly. So 
I did some research and as 
it turned out, a lot of people 
had the same problem. And 
they were also making the 
connection between coffee 
and weight gain. In the book, 
I cite a ton of scientific stud- 
ies to support this. 

AR: But there are 
thousands of other stud- 
ies show that coffee has 
many health benefits be- 
yond making journalists' 
copy zing. I've seen re- 
ports that coffee helps 
prevent cancer. Type 2 
diabetes, Parkinson's 
disease and even Al- 
zheimer's. Wouldn't 
you gain a few pounds 
to keep your sanity and 
your liver? 

EW: But those studies 
look at the compounds in 
caffeine-containing bever- 
ages in isolation. They don’t 
really examine how coffee 
can negatively affect peo- 
ple who need to keep their 
cortisol and insulin levels 
down. And none of them re- 
ally acknowledge the link 
between coffee and over- 
eating, which is what I try 
to focus on. And there are 
other ways to prevent those 
illnesses, such as by eating 
healthy and exercising. 

AR: Eating healthy 
and exercising?! Are 


you a Communist? And 
besides, coffee has anti- 
oxidants. Aren't those 
good for me? 

EW: Well, anti-oxidants 
are in a lot of other drinks, 
like herb tea, and even in 
fruits and dairy products. 

AR: Look, we're not 
getting anywhere with 
this. Bottom line: How 
can I continue to drink 
an obscene amount of 
coffee without putting 
on the pounds? 

EW: Like I said, the main 
reason that people gain 
weight from coffee is be- 
cause it increases the body’s 
stress response, which leads 
to over-eating. So you should 
drink coffee when your level 
of stress is lower, like when 
you’re not in a bad mood and 
when things aren’t hectic at 

AR: But I don't need 
coffee when I'm not in 
a bad mood or things 
aren't hectic. 

EW: OK, fine. But you 
definitely shouldn’t drink 
coffee along with a meal 
that’s high in carbohydrates, 
which also cause an increase 
in glucose and insulin. Prop- 
erly timed coffee-drinking 
can minimize caffeine’s neg- 
ative effects. 

AR: So coffee for en- 
ergy and coffee with a 
muffin are out? 

EW: Yes, I’m afraid. 

AR: We're done 


Put your Best 
Face Forward 



aesthetic medicine 

OF BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


24A Sidney Place (between Joralemon & Stale Streets ) 718-797-0206 
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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• Botox • Juvederm • Radiesse • Chemical Peels 
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• Acne PDT Treatment • Permananent Hair Reduction For All Skin Types 
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I 


$100 OFF 

Botox®, Juvederm ", Radiesse [ 

Two Areas Receive Additional 
10% Discount 
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HASPIEL 

Continued from page 7 
verted warehouse in Gow- 
anus, Haspiel has brought 
together comic book artists 
including Mike Cavallaro, Si- 
mon Fraser, Tim Flamilton 
and Joan Reilly, as well as two 
dozen or so creators through 
the online comics commu- 
nity Act-I-Vate. It’s one-stop 
shopping for web comics of 
all shapes and sizes, includ- 
ing Haspiel’s “Billy Dogma” 
— perhapshis signature work 
to date. 

Billy, like Jack in “Street 
Code,” is another avatar of 
Haspiel, who didn’t fare too 
well when his ex-girlfriend, 
ahem, reunited with an old 
boyfriend. But Billy is torn 
out of the pages of a Jack 
Kirby comic and has the su- 
per strength to survive the lit- 
eral hole his heart. 

Haspiel searches for this 
same kind of raw honesty 
when he collaborates. His 
artwork brought Harvey 
Pekar’s “The Quitter” to life, 
and he created “The Alco- 
holic” with Boerum Hill’s 
Jonathan Ames. 

“I’m sort of like the screen- 
writer/director and Dean is 
the cinematographer,” said 


Ames, who took Haspiel 
and used him as a model for 
Zach Galifianakis’s charac- 
ter in his TV show, “Bored 
to Death.” 

“I describe to him some- 
thing I see in my mind’s eye 
. . . and then he takes that im- 
age and reproduces it, but 
adds to it his own sensibility, 
creating something spectacu- 
lar and familiar, while at the 
same time unexpected.” 

Collaboration is key in 
Haspiel’s newest graphic 
novel. In “Cuba: My Revo- 
lution,” out this month from 
Vertigo, he works with the 
artist Ivema Lockpez in de- 
tailing her experiences in 
Cuba during the 1959 revo- 
lution, from joining the mi- 
litia as a medic to getting 
jailed and tortured by her 
own comrades to attempt- 
ing to come to terms with 
her trials through art. 

With “Cuba” out and his 
work on “Street Code” nearly 
done, what’s next for Hasp- 
iel? Not even the Godfather 
knows. 

“I’m three weeks away 
from not having any work,” 
said Haspiel. “You’re only as 
good as your last page and 
we’re all striving to create 
stuffthat makes money while 
you sleep. That’s the goal. 
The end.” 


I DAYS... 

Continued from page 10 

COMEDY NIGHT: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Oct. 1. 

THEATER, "PORTRAYED — 
THE UNBEARABLE BUR- 
DEN OF DECIDING WHAT 
TO DO BEFORE DYING": 

8 pm. See Friday, Oct. 1 . 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN SOUL 
FESTIVAL: Featuring 
Barbara Lynn, Vernon 
Garrett, Don Gardner, Eli 
Ppaperboy Reed. $25 ($20 
in advance, $40 for 2 day 
pass). 8 pm. The Bell House 
[149 $eventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510], 

MUSIC, "PLAYTHINGS OF 
THE GODS — ESSENTIAL 


THEATER, "PLAN 9 FROM 
OUTER SPACE": 10 pm. 
See Friday, Oct. 8. 

MUSIC, SHAKEY'S RECORD 
FAIR: Free. 11 am-5 pm. 
The Bell House [149 Sev- 
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718)643-6510], 
THEATER, "THE DEER 
HOUSE": 7:30 pm. See 
Tuesday, Oct. 5. 

THEATER, "PORTRAYED — 
THE UNBEARABLE BUR- 
DEN OF DECIDING WHAT 
TO DO BEFORE DYING": 

8 pm. See Friday, Oct. 1 . 
MUSIC, QUIET LIGHTS: 8 pm. 
Spike Hill Tavern [184 Bed- 
ford Ave. at North Seventh 


et Di\ 


sburg, 


D '°es ln $25($20 
$40 for 2 day 
The Bell House 


Cobble Hill, (800) 838- 
3006], wwwVPROpera.org. 

MUSIC, SEX MOB: $10. 9 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in Co- 
lumbia Street Waterfront, 
(718)395-3214], www. 

MUSIC THE PRIDS: 10pm. 
Spike Hill Tavern [184 Bed- 
ford Ave. at North Seventh 
Street in Williamsburg, 

(718) 218-9737], www. 

KARAOKE: See Friday, Oct. 8. 


pass). 8 pm. The Be 
[149 Seventh St. at 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510], 

MUSIC, "PLAYTHINGS OF 
THE GODS — ESSENTIAL 
MYTHS": 8 pm. See Friday, 
Oct. 8. 

MUSIC, JACK GRACE: U 


•y.lOpr... 

NinthSt-atSixt 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

GREEN MARKET: 8 am-3 pm. 
See Saturday, Oct. 2. 

HEALTH, BROOKLYN ROAD 
RUNNERS CLUB: 9 am. 

See Saturday, Oct. 2. 

TOUR, HISTORIC AIR- 
PLANES: 10 am-4 pm. See 
Saturday, Oct. 2. 

TOUR, BROOKLYN HISTORI- 
CAL SOCIETY: Group of- 
fers an inside look at its 
1881 building. Free. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci- 
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

PERFORMANCE 


es [376 
>pe, (718) 965-9177], 

SALES AND MARKETS 

BROOKLYN FLEA: 10 am-5 
pm. See Saturday, Oct. 2. 
ARTISAN MARKET: 9 am-6 
pm. See Saturday, Oct. 2. 
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR- 
KET: 9 am-4 pm. See Sat- 
urday, Oct. 2. 

PS 321 FLEA MARKET: 9 
am-5 pm. See Saturday, 


Noon-8 pm. See Saturday, 
Oct. 2. 

OTHER 

WORKSHOP, ADOPTION 
SEMINAR: 10 am. See Sat- 
urday, Oct. 2. 

BED-STUY ALIVE!: A street 




:and 


food Free. 10 am-5 pm. 
Bedford-Stuyvesant Resto- 
ration Corporation [Fulton 
Avenue between Marcy 
and Brooklyn avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
622-6601], www.bedstuy- 


The BEST PRICES around on Rolls, 
A La Carte Sushi or Sashimi! 



ROLLS 

$2, S5 • Any roll: Add caviar for 75 C extra 

1. Cucumber Roll 

12. Eel Cucumber or 

2. Avocado Roll 

Avocado Roll 

3. Oshinko Roll 

4. Sweet Potato Roll 

13. East Roll 

Shrimp omlette, cucumber, avocado, 

5. California Roll 

Crabmeat, avocado, cucumber 

14. Tempura Roll 

Fried shrimp or chicken, mayonaise, 

6. Tuna Roll 

15. Classic Roll 

7. Salmon Roll 

Crabmeat, omlette, mayonaise, 

8. Yellowtail Roll 

9. Alaskan Roll 

16. Ginza Roll 

Cooked salmon, onion, mayonaise, 

10. Boston Roll 

17. Shitake & Cucumber 

cucumber 

11. Philadelphia Roll 

Smoked salmon, cucumber, cream 
cheese 

18. Spicy Tuna or 
Spicy Salmon Roll 

A LA CARTE SUSHI 

OR SASHIMI 

$ 1.25 p6r piGCB, except Uni, Toro & Scallop 


• Tuna ( maguro ) 

• Salmon c sake ) 

• Fluke (hirami) 

• Bonito 

• Shrimp (chi) 

• Flying Fish 

•Sea Bass 

(suzukij 

• Octopus (tako) 


• Mackerel 

• Spanish 
Mackerel 


• Red Clam 

( hokkigai ) 

• Squid oka) 

• White Tuna 


(albacore) 

• Inari (mfuskin) 

• Tamago (egg) 

• Yellowtail 

• Smoked 
Salmon 

Shrimp 


Salmon Roe: $2.00 

(ikura) 

Sea Urchin: $3.75 

Fresh Scallop: $3.50 

(hotategai) 

Toro: $6.00 


GRAND REOPENING 

tlUhushi Sushi 


Japanese Restaurant 

177 Atlantic Avenue 

( between Clinton and Court Street) 


(718) 935-1600 • (718) 935-1300 

www.mitoushinyc.com 

FREE DELIVERY (Minimum $io) • Available for parties! 


CORRECTION 

An article in our on Sept. 10 issue (“ ‘Meat’ and greet”), 
wrongly suggested that celebrity chef Mario Batali would 
be appearing at a party being thrown by Heritage Foods. 
Though Batali is a loyal customer of Heritage, he was never 
scheduled to show up. We regret the error. 


HOURS: Monday-Thursday: 11:30 am-11 pm • Friday: 11:30 am-12 midnight 
Saturday: 12:30 pm-12 midnight • Sunday: 12:30 pm-11 pm 

OTHER LOCATIONS: 10 Akron Street, Staten Island • 1714 Sheepshead Bay Road • 1221 Quentin Road 
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The 

carnival schedule 
was on page 2. 


BLOTTER... 


Continued from page 4 
sexually assaulted her. 

The thug was arrested by 
police hours later with the 
help of two witnesses. The 
victim was treated at Belle- 
vue Hospital. 

Car jacked 

A brazen thief flashed a 
firearm at the driver of a car 
on Montrose Avenue on Sept 
25, stole his jewelry and then 
the car, too. 

The thief stoppedhis vic- 
tim who was waiting in her 
Nissan sedan at a red light at 
Humboldt Street and pointed 
his gun through the passen- 
ger-side window. 

He got in and forced the 
woman to drive to Montrose 
Avenue while grabbing her 
necklace and bracelet. 

After he helped himself 
to her jewelry, the thug told 
her to get out of the car and 
he drove away. 

Meserole mug 

A gunman mugged a 
man on Meserole Street on 
Sept 25. 

The perp approached 
his victim at 11:07 pm, and 
asked, “Do you know the 
time?” before flashing his 
gun, punching the victim and 
whispering, “Do you think 


this is 


itoy?” 


The startled victim handed 
over his phone and $ 10 and 
the perp fled down Hum- 
boldt Street. 

Rock lob ster 

Aperp threw arockthrough 
the window of a McKibbin 
Street loft just after midnight 
on Sept. 26, striking its ten- 
ant in her back. 

The perp launched the 
rock, which shattered the 
window and hit its tenant, 
before fleeing down Bush- 
wick Avenue. 

Music missing 

Athief stole two guitars and 
adrumset — enoughtoform 
his own band — from a Volk- 
swagen on ManhattanAvenue 
overnight on Sept 23. 

The driver parked her car 
near Powers Street on Sept. 
23 at 3 pm and returned two 
days later to find all her in- 
struments gone. 

Transit robbery 

A robber held up his vic- 
tim on the stairs of the Lo- 
rimer Street J-train stop on 
Sept. 25, stealing $100 and 
her Metrocard. 

The thief stoppedhis vic- 
tim as she was walking up 
the stairs to catch the train 
near Broadway at 5 pm, bran- 
dishing a knife and directing 
her, “Walk up the stairs and 
don’t look back down.” 

She surrendered her purse 
and the thug fled on Broad- 

Berry burglary 

Athief stole $2, 300 worthof 
electronics from a Berry Street 
apartment on Sept. 23. 

The perp broke into the 
apartment near Broadway 
between 1:30 pm and 11:30 
pm, helping himself to two 
computers, an iPod, a camera 
and two hard drives. 

— Aaron Short 


Greenpoint-Northside 

Check yourself 

Two cretins attacked 
a Viacom employee and 
stole more than $10,000 in 
checks on Driggs Avenue on 
Sept. 23. 

The woman had picked up 
herpaychecks from the global 
entertainment company, and 
was walking near Humboldt 
Street at about 10:25 pm when 


the two men approached her 
from behind. 

One pulled her hair back 
and covered her eyes, while 
the other fumbled through 
herpurse. Whenhe found the 
checks, the first perp threw 
the woman to the ground and 
the two fled. 

Brash slash 

A knife-wielding thug 
attacked a man with a box 
cutter in an attempt to take 
his cash on Kent Avenue on 
Sept. 23. 

The victim told cops that 
he was nearN. Seventh Street 
at about 5:40 am when the 
jerk approached and said, 
“Give me the money.” 

Before the victim could re- 
act, his assailant pulled out 
the blade and slashed him on 
the left arm and hand, leav- 
ing the victim with a bloody 
arm and a full wallet. 

Car jam 

Two dunces were caught 
stealing electronics from a 
car that was parked on Dia- 
mond Street on Sept. 24. 

The victim told cops that 
he approached his car, which 
was betweenNassau and Dri- 
ggs avenues, at about 5:15 pm 
to find the thugs inside. Trag- 
ically, the two were able to 
escape with an iPod, a fancy 
satellite locator system, and 
sunglasses before the victim 
could confront them. 

— Andy Campbell 


A robber fooled a senior 
citizen by pretending to be 
a plumber so that he could 
steal cash and jewelry from 
a 12th avenue home. 

The elderly victim told 
cops that a 5-foot-4 white 
guy with brown hair came 
to his home, which is between 
73rd and 72nd streets, and 
said he had to fix a water 
leak. The trusting older gen- 
tleman welcomed the perp, 
who left the house at around 
3 pm with $100, three rings 
and a watch. 

Broke-in homes 

At least four houses were 
broken into last week. Here 
are the frustrating details: 

•A slick bandit slipped 
through a first-floor window 
on Sixth Avenue to steal a lap- 
top on Sept. 20. The victim 
told cops that she was nap- 
ping in her home, which is 
between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues, at around 1:30 pm 
when the perp entered and 
did his dirty deed. 

• Some shady party guests 
stole $6,800 from their host’s 
85th Street apartment over- 
night on Sept. 19. The victim 
told cops that she does not 
know who took the dough 
from her crib, which is be- 
tween 10th and 11th ave- 

• A thief stole a cellphone, 
watch and radio from a Sixth 
Avenue apartment on Sept. 
20. The victim told cops that 
he left his home, which is 
between 10th and 11th ave- 

,ataround7:15amand 
returned at 8:30 pm to find 
his stuff swiped. Cops say 
that the perp entered through 
the front window. 

•A video game-lov- 
ing burglar stole an Xbox, 
games and a laptop from a 
78th Street house on Sept. 20. 
The victim told cops that he 
was gone from 9:30 am to 9 
pm, when he returned to the 
home near Seventh avenue 
to find the gear gone. 

— Alex Rush 
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A Yards parking tax? 

Tish James calls for permits for locals near arena 



The Brooklyn Paper 

A key opponent to the At- 
lantic Yards mega-develop- 
ment and arena is now push- 
ing for a parking system that 
would force locals, many of 
whom opposed the project 
in the first place, to pay to 
park in the neighborhoods 
around it. 

Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D-Fort Greene) is 
calling for residential park- 
ing permits near the Barclays 
Center arena, requiring area 
residents to buy permits so 
that they, not thousands 
of sports and entertain- 
ment fans, will get the first 
crack at spots on the residen- 
tial streets near the 19,000- 

The permits would also 
generate revenue for the city 
— which makes it doubly 
controversial. 

“It’s highway robbery!” 
said Patti Hagan, a long- 
time arena and project op- 
ponent who lives nearby on 
St. Marks Avenue. “How 
many times are we going 
to get shellacked for this 
thing?” 

James said the yet-to- 


be-determined fee associ- 
ated with a residential park- 
ing permit was a necessary 
evil that would mitigate the 
space crunch after the arena 
is completed in mid- to late 
2012. 

“During discussions 
about Atlantic Yards, the 
Bloomberg administration 
made a commitment that 
Prospect Heights would be 
a likely candidate forresiden- 
tial parking permits,” James 
said. “I’m pushing for it.” 


She added that a permit 
system would not guaran- 
tee every resident in Pros- 
pect Heights a parking space, 
but it would give locals park- 
ing priority. A system pro- 
posed by the mayor in 2008 
set aside regular hours when 
only permitholders can park. 
Under such apian, arena-go- 
ers could also park on those 
streets, but the vast major- 
ity of spaces would already 
be occupied by locals with 
the permits. Such a system 


would also discourage com- 
muters who drive to residen- 
tial neighborhoods, parknear 
subway stations, and then 
continue their trips into the 
city via trains. 

In Chicago, parking per- 
mits for residents around 
Wrigley Field pay $25 an- 
- nually for “reasonable access 
3 to parking” near the fabled 
s ballfield that everyone calls 
>• the Friendly Confines. 

| Having to pay to park 
£ by the controversial Atlan- 
tic Yards project site is an- 
other matter, entirely. 

“The city does whatever 
it damn well pleases ! ” said 
Hagan. “People should be 
allowed to park where they 
live without having whom- 
ever the arena brings in tak- 
ing their spaces.” 

Hagan said that a free 
residential parking permit 
would be much more palat- 
able for the neighborhood, 
but James has pledged that 
her program would accom- 
modate car owners on fixed 
incomes, as well as visitors 
to the neighborhood. 

The proposed 16-tower, 
6,430-unit, arena, residen- 
tial and commercial Atlantic 


Yards project includes 3,670 
parking spaces that will be 
“sufficient to accommodate 
all of the anticipated demand 
from the proposed project’s 
commercial and residential 
components, as well as apor- 
tion of the demand from the 
proposed arena,” according 
to the project’s environmen- 
tal impact statement. 

The environmental review 
also estimates that as many 
as 2,531 cars, 412 taxis and 
80 trucks will come and go 
from the proj ect site, mainly 
before and after basketball 

The last time such a res- 
idential parking program 
was on the radar citywide 
was in 2008, when Mayor 
Bloomberg proposed such 
permits as part of his larger 
congestion pricing legisla- 
tion, which bombed at both 
the local and state level. 

Under Bloomberg’s pro- 
posal, community boards 
would define the times and 
spaces that would require 
residential permits. The pro- 
posal also said that curbside 
regulations would be limited 
to very specific times and 


PLAZA ... 


Continued from page 1 
“The arena will be an icon 
that will sit on the Brook- 
lyn skyline,” said Greg 
Pasquarelli of SHoP Archi- 
tects, the firm designing the 
Barclays Center near the cor- 
ner of Atlantic and Flatbush 


Continued from page 1 
beginning every six to nine 
months” after the start of that 
first residential tower. 

Nonetheless, Ratner said 
he remains bullish on devel- 
opment in New York and in 
Brooklyn specifically. 

“if there’s no market for 
the kind of middle-income 
housing with the amenities 
and the numbers that we’re 
doing, then New York City 
is in serious trouble — but I 
really don’t think that’s go- 
ing to happen.” 

He declined to speculate 
when the market for office 
space will improve, allow- 
ing him to move ahead with 
the project’s design center- 


avenues in Prospect Heights. 
“But it will integrate into the 
neighborhood and invite ev- 
eryone to use it.” 

The notion of a “neighbor- 
hood” amenity at the core of 
ahighly controversial project 
was a central theme of the new 


piece, the 50-odd story cap- 
stone tower at the Flatbush and 
Atlantic intersection itself. 

“The office market is not 
good now,” he said. “It could 
bounce back in a couple of 
years or many.” 

Virtually all of the eco- 
nomic and public benefits 
of the mega- development 
— which include more 
than 2,200 units of below- 
market-rate housing, thou- 
sands of construction jobs, 
tax revenues for the city, and 
public space — are depen- 
dent on Ratner finishing the 


design, which was released by 
Ratner at a press conference 
on Tuesday at his New York 
Times building in Manhattan, 
a neighboring borough. 

Opponents of the full 
16-building, 6,430-unit res- 
idential and office project 
have long complained that 
its promise of open space 
and a unifying element be- 
tween Prospect Heights and 
Fort Greene have been over- 

But Pasquarelli insisted 
that “the plaza [will] become 
a meeting place, and the focus 
of the neighborhood.” 

The proposed plaza con- 
sists of two main parts: 

•A large, high-traffic pe- 
destrian zone between the 
arena-facing subway exit and 
the front door ofthe $900-mil- 
lion Barclays Center. 

•A smaller portion, di- 
rectly to the west of the green- 
roofed subway entrance, that 
is meant for sitting on benches 
cut into large planters that also 
function as security bollards. 
Pasquarelli said that his pro- 
jections suggest that pedes- 
trian traffic through this area 
would be limited. 

Basketball fans arriving 
from the subway will walk 
up the stairs into a grand space 
comparable in scale to the 
plaza in front of the Brook- 


lyn Museum and bigger than 
Lincoln Center’s public space. 
This area will accommodate 
music and events as diverse 
as markets or fashion shows. 
In a “cafe” configuration, the 
plaza could hold250 seats and 
70 tables, Ratner said. 

Pedestrians moving to and 
from the subways and from 
Park Slope into Fort Greene 
will also move through this 

When asked, Pasaquarelli 
admitted that there would be 
considerable noise from the 
traffic on Atlantic and Flat- 
bush avenues, but no more 
than in other urban plazas. 

“There’s a lot of traf- 
fic around Union Square, 
with Broadway,” he said. 
“This plaza will feel safe 
and open.” 

It is unclear how such 
events will be accommo- 
dated given that the arena 
is expected to be busy at least 
265 days a year. 

The detail work on the new 
renderings was substantial, 
right down to the variety of 
paving stones — narrow 
planks where pedestrians 
would be rushing, larger and 
varied blocks where they are 
expected to be more leisurely 
— and flush-mounted light- 
ing that will illuminate the 
entire plaza without flood- 


lights that would annoy 
neighbors. 

“We integrated the light- 
ing into the plaza material 
[so] there aren’t big flood- 
lights,” Pasquarelli said. 

Despite all the details, the 
plaza is only temporary — 
hopefully, Ratner said. 

When the market for of- 
fices rebounds — he did not 
say “if” it returns — Rat- 
ner said he would move for- 
ward with the project’s largest 
tower, a 50-story office and 
hotel complex on the same 
triangular plot of land as the 
plaza. (See sidebar about the 
timeline here.) 

But Ratner and Pasquarelli 
assured reporters that the 
public space concept itself 
is permanent, though much 
of the open space would be 
contained within a soar- 
ing, 80-foot glass-walled 
atrium called “the Urban 
Room,” one of the last re- 
maining features ofthe origi- 
nal master plan by starchitect 
Frank Gehry, whom Ratner 
fired last year. 

Forest City officials will 
present the renderings 
to the public at Borough 
Hall [209 Joralemon St. 
between Adams and Court 
streets in Downtown, (212) 
981-5125] on Wednesday, 
Sept. 29, 6-8 pm. 


PROJECT... 


CREEK... 


Continued from page 1 

“It’s likely to be more, 
even significantly more,” 
said Walter Mugdan, an 
agency environmental plan- 
ning director. “It’s about 
twice as long, a wider wa- 
terway. There’s more sed- 
iment to be dealt with than 
the Gowanus.” 

Federal officials said 
that several companies 
have already been identi- 
fied of their responsibilities 
to fund the clean-up — a 
list that includes the city of 
New York, which has op- 
erated a garbage incinera- 
tor and a sewage treatment 
plant on the banks of the 
creek, both of which pol- 
lute the waterway. 

Despite its name, the Su- 
perfund is not a large pool of 
cash that is doled out to mit- 
igate environmental dam- 
age, but a mechanism for 
federal authorities to go af- 
ter companies — and their 
successors — that are al- 
legedly responsible for the 
pollution in question. 

That process yielded 
nine “potentially respon- 


sible parties” along the 
Gowanus, and so far has 
yielded five for the New- 
town Creek. More are com- 
ing, Enck hinted. 

“We’re going to spend a 
lot of time figuring out the 
environmental contamina- 
tion of the past so that tax- 
payers will not fill the bill,” 
she said. 

City officials — who ob - 
jected to the Superfunding 
of the Gowanus Canal on 
the grounds that it would 
chill residential develop- 
ment in the slowly gentrify- 
ing area between Park Slope 
and Carroll Gardens — qui- 
etly backed the federal ef- 
fort along the Newtown 
Creek, a move that some 
saw has hypocritical. 

Global industrial com- 
panies such as BP Amer- 
ica, Exxon Mobil, Texaco, 
Dodge Mining Corpora- 
tion and National Grid, 
which may end up foot- 
ing the bill for the clean- 
up, did not publicly oppose 
the Superfund listing and 
have been actively working 
with the EPA to develop a 


working plan to remove con- 
tamination. 

The most vocal opposition 
to Superfund has come from 
small industrial businesses 
abutting the creek but locals 
have mostly been in favor of 
adding the creek to the Su- 
perfund list. 

“Federal support is abso- 
lutely necessary if we are ever 
to see the Creek become a 
healthy and fully-function- 
ing water body,” said Kath- 
leen Schmid, president of 
the Newtown Creek Alli- 
ance. “The federal govern- 
ment’s expertise and re- 
sources are necessary to 
ensure that the Creek and 
its surrounding neighbor- 
hoods become healthy places 
to live.” 

With little possibility of 
development along the New- 
town Creek, the befouledkill 
had an easy path to EPA des- 
ignation. 

The creek, one of the 
most polluted waterways 
in the northeast, contains a 
toxic mix of chemicals that 
have leaked from its indus- 
trial banks in both Brooklyn 
and Queens formore than 150 
years, but the pollution was 
only first discovered by the 
Coast Guard in 1978. 


CANAL... 


Continued from page 1 
Kevin Howard, who 
works in a film produc- 
tion office on the canal, was 
savvy enough to capture the 
vile flood as it happened, 
and the video he posted on 
YouTube has been watched 
more than 18,000 times. 

“It smelled the same as 
a septic tank,” said How- 
ard. “I was dry-heaving and 
other people were, too.” 
The “s — storm” is a 
byproduct of the city’s 
1 30-year-old sewer system, 
which carries both rainwa- 
ter and wastewater — and 
dumps raw sewage into the 
waterway during all heavy 
rains, when the antiquated 
system becomes so over- 
burdened that feces-filled 
water gets diverted away 
from overwhelmed sewage 


plants into the canal and 
other waterways. 

The system “works” in 
so much as it diverts sew- 
age away from treatment 
plants that are at maximum 
capacity. 

This messy business is 
nothing new — though the 
amount of Combined Sewer 
Overflow, as city officials 
call it, has diminished since 
the 1980s. The reduction in 

developers have begun lust- 
ing to build along the canal, 
which separates tony Park 
Slope and Carroll Gardens. 
But the continued stink was 
also a motivating factor for 
the canal being added to 
the federal Superfund list 
in March. 

Both developers and fed- 
eral environmental officials 


would be stunned by the poo 
onslaught captured by How- 
ard, who started filming 
just after the storm passed 
at around 6 pm. His footage 
depicts a flood of Biblical pro- 
portions — if the Bible was 
written by a disgruntled rest- 
room attendant. 

In just over a minute, the 
torrent ofwastehadcompletely 
covered a one-block stretch of 
the 100-foot-wide canal. 

Howard could not believe 
his eyes, and began to wretch 
at the smell from the vile re- 
stroom rejects, a repulsive 
tsunami of waste. 

“It’s sort of a big joke 
within our office now,” said 
Howard, who works in a film 
production office that over- 
looks the canal. “We’re in 
the most disgusting part of 
Brooklyn, probably.” 

It would cost at least $58 
billion to completely sepa- 
rate the combined sewer sys- 
tem in the city. 


WALLY... 


Continued from page 1 
cific in which he caught 30 
tuna. “I signed a one-year 
deal with the Mets [to run 
the Cyclones] . It was an op- 
portunity for the Mets and 

ButifBrooklynites’ opin- 
ions mirror Mets executives’, 
then Backman will have 
some role in the organiza- 
tion — only four percent of 


participants said he should 
be fired altogether. 

Despite the team’s nu- 
merous accomplishments, 
Backman admitted that he 
was disappointed that the 
season ended in such abrupt 
fashion with a two-game 
sweep by the Tri-City Val- 
ley Cats. 

Backman’s team was ab- 
solutely dominant in the 
regular season, only losing 


eight games at home while 
budding stars like Darrell Ce- 
ciliani and Cory Vaughn set 
franchise records in numer- 
ous offensive categories. 

There is no doubt Back- 
man produced results, so 
it’s no surprise most Brook- 
lynites want him back in the 
New York. 

He does too. 

“I’d love to come back to 
New York,” Backman said. 
“We brought the Brooklyn 
fans lots of excitement — it’s 
just unfortunate we had to be 
on the losing end.” 
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What if the kids just hate you? 


S ometimes I lose my with a big gap-toothed grin He put it bluntly, no room 
sense of humor, like and said, “My life sucks.” for interpretation, “I have bad 

when my younger son, “Really?” I said, heart parents...” he said, staring at 

Oscar looked at me straight in sinking into my sandals, me before rising and, with a 
the face at temple last week “Why is that?” harrumph and a swing of his 



Jtuggs 


DAY SCHOOL, INC. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs □ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 

□ Licensed teachers afternoons or full days 

□ Optimal educational equipment □ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities □ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Indoor Gym facilities □ Caring, loving environment 

Call: 230-5255 

763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


St. John the Evangelist 
Lutheran School (Est. ms) 


Small class size • Intense individual attention 
Pre-K (age 4) - Grade 6 

Christian Academic Curriculum • Middle School Prep 
Tuition $275/mo. per student 

(Adjustments for multiple family attendees) 

Easily accessible by train & bus 

195 Maujer Street, Williamsburg, Brooklyn 
(718) 963-3074 | stjohnschoolbklyn@gmail.com 

Developing Well-Rounded Children • Empowered Socially, Academically, Spiritually 


moppy-haired head, telling 
me, “I’m going to sit with 
Daddy.” 

After catching my breath, 
I, too, rose in the middle of 
the Day of Atonement Fam- 
ily Service and went to the 
back pew where my hus- 
band had sat with my older 
son, catering to his wishes, 
happy to keep the two rest- 
less boys apart. 

“Let’s go,” I said. Every- 
one was only too happy to 
comply. 

Outside, I parted com- 
pany with them, ostensibly to 
pick up things for that night’s 
break fast festivities at my 
house but, really, to break 
down and cry. 

It kept ringing in my ears 
as I walked, “Badparent, bad 
parent, bad parent.” Maybe 
I should have laughed it off. 
It occurred to me at that mo- 
ment that, if nothing else, I 
was certainly unfit to write 
a parenting column. 

“He didn’t mean it,” ev- 
eryone I’ve talked to since 
has said. Whether he did or 
didn’t, it presents a true par- 
enting conundrum: do I want 
to be the kind of parent whom 
a kid can look straight in the 
face and call a bad parent, 
whether the kid feels it for 
the moment or for the ages? 
Do I relish that kind of open- 
ness? Wouldn’t I rather have 
made him deathly afraid to 
say such a thing to me for fear 
of dire consequences? 

My immediate resolve as 
solution to the dilemma was 
to find full-time employ. My 
own mother has often said 
with a sigh of resignation over 
the unfairness of life that kids 
always seem to better appre- 
ciate parents who give less — 
not more — of their time. It’s 
the “always keep them want- 
ing” approach that can be ap- 
plied, I suppose, to parent- 
ing as well as dating. Maybe 
that’s true. 

Certainly, my children 
have grown to expect, even 
to take for granted, my pres- 



Fearless 
Parenting 

By Stephanie Thompson 


ence at pick-up or as chap- 
erone on school trips in the 
three years I have been self- 
employed and far more flex- 
ible. 

But I needed to deal with 
this head-on, not just slink 
back to an office to avoid 
dealing with not knowing 
how to deal with my kids, 
with not having any clue if 
little Oscar was dead on, if 
in fact I was the world’s bad- 
dest-of-bad parents. 

Expletive, expletive, ex- 

I couldn’t run away. The 
few more hours spent away 
from my kids couldn’t save 

When I got home, tear- 
stainedcheeks asure-fire sign 
Mommy wasn’thappy, Oscar 
looked up at me sheepishly 
from the couch. “Sorry. . .” 
he said. 

I didn’t let him off the hook 
so easily. I do not relish fill- 
ing my kids with guilt gen- 
erally, but this was a prime 
occasion to force a little reck- 

“I very much hope that in 
this and all future relation- 
ships you do not take any plea- 
sure in saying mean things to 
people you care about when 
you know it will hurt them,” 
I said. I failed to add, “even 
if they’re true . . .” 

He looked sad, but I’m 
not sure it was over anything 
but being denied computer 
privileges as a result of his 
rudeness. But it needed to 
be said. 

I don’t know exactly what 
it means, when kids tell us 
they hate us, or that we’re 
badparents. But, in my stron- 
ger, less fearful moments I 
have always surmised that it 


is a good thing; if they are 
telling us things, it means 
that they are not afraid that 
there will be ramifications — 
that we won’t love them any- 
more — when they’re hon- 

I tell my kids a thousand 
times a day that I love them. 
I make them play little games 
constantly where they guess 
what I’m going to say, and, 
brilliant as they are, they 
always guess right (it’s the 
same every time): “I know, 
I know, ‘I love you,’ ” they’ll 
say, bothered but often smil- 
ing. It is nice to feel loved. 
Or so I hear. 

I have to remember, when 
on the receiving end of their 
hatred, that it is natural to 
loathe the one to which you 
are beholden, to struggle 
against the powers that be, to 
wrest what little control you 
have from the one that usually 
operates the controls. Such 
feelings well up in Oscar, 
so to say such things shows 
great promise for where he 
will go in life, for his free- 
dom of thought and indepen- 
dence . But what of me? What 
of my feelings? 

In the days since, I have 
made it a point to not be an- 
gry, passive-aggressively or 
outright. Forgiving, if not 
forgetting, is something I 
strongly try to uphold in all 
my relationships. I have tried, 
instead, to relish my role as 
oft-loathed leader, to make 
my peace with sometimes be- 
ing maligned, and to move 
on, bloody and only slightly 
bowed. 

I have to stay strong. From 
what I hear, it will only get 


FAMILY CALENDAR 


FRI, OCT. 1 

6:15 pm: Movie night. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic^ 

He!ghi!p4 8) 923-9710]" 


SAT, OCT. 2 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: 
"Beauty and the Beast." 
Classic tale — with mari- 
onettes. $8 (kids, $7). Pup- 
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at 
Fourth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-3391], www.pup- 


[Court Street and Fourth 
Place in Carroll Gardens]. 
10:30 am: Story time for 
kids. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 
South Elliott Place and 
South Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718)246- 
0200], ah 1 


branch [Flatbush Avenue c 
Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100]. 


In Road and Ocean 


SUN, OCT. 3 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: 

"Beauty and the Beast/ 
See Saturday, Oct. 2. 


hour. See Saturday, Oct. 2 
2 pm: Tom Chapin. Recon 
mended for ages four anc 
up. $7. Brooklyn Center 

B°rooHyn e Collegel2900 3 


MON, OCT. 4 

m: "The Great Mupp 
oer." Part ofthe Big 




and raptors. Free. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros- 
pect Park, (718) 287-3400], 


Puppetworks' "Beau- 
ty and the Beast" runs 
now through Dec. 19. 

series. $6.50. Cobble Hill 
Cinema [265 Court St. at 
Butler Street in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-9254], www. 


Library [380 Washington 
Avenue in Clinton Hill, (718) 
398-8713], www.brooklyn- 

WED, OCT. 6 

pm: Storytime with Emily. 
• ie Spot [81 Atlantic 
between Hicks and 

leights/p 3 8) 923-9710]" 

THURS, OCT. 7 

11 am: Dance around with 
Nat. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan- 
tic Ave. between Hicks and 

Heights/ 33 8) 923-9710]" 

FRI, OCT. 8 

Emily. See WecJnesday^ 
Oct. 6. 

6:15 pm: Movie night. See 
Friday, Oct. 1. 

7 pm: "The Muppet 
Movie Part of a new "Big 

ToJenHSOM^rtbA^at 
Flatbush Avenue Extension 
)wn, (7178) 222- 


1 pm: "The Bad Birthday," 
a classic Mexican folk-tale. 
Free. Brooklyn Public 
Library Central Branch (see 

1:30 pm: Science power 
hour. See Saturday, Oct. 2. 
1:30 pm: Discover the 
importance of pumpkins. 
Pre-registration required. 
Free. Brooklyn Children's 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
735-4400X106], www. 
brooklynkids.org. 
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AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 
•Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 

General Contracting 

Dept, of Buil^ngs & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 

TEL (718) 596 

martin@mdparchr 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


CARPET CLEANING 



Dependable with references 

Kevin (718) 331-9251 


& Cabinet 

Hardwood Floors, 
Carpet, Laminate, 
Vertical Blinds, Installation, 
Refinishing, 

Custom Cabinets for your 
Kitchen, Bath, 
Entertainment Center, 
Bookcase and More 

FREE Estimates! 
Residential & Commercial 

Lie# 1347670 

718 - 788-8890 
4920A 2nd Ave. 
Brooklyn, MY 11232 


CARPETS 

USA 

Carpet & Upholstery 

718 - 832-0900 

475 3rd Avenue Brooklyn NY 
Enhance the beauty of your 
home with fresh Clean Carpets. 
We offer the best results & our 
products are safe for all fibers. 
EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

\ QUICK DRYING METHOD 

★ SPECIAL ★ 
ANY 2 CARPETS 
$79.95! 
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CLINTON HILL 

Beautiful Spacious Lofts 

Near Subway. 

Only fO Min. To Manhattan 
STUDIO, 1, 2 & 3 BR 
NO FEE plus ONE MONTH FREE! 

To view call 718-399-7625 
.TAAFFELLOFTS.COM 


HOUSES FOR SALE 
BROOKLYN 


Park Slope Nr 7 th Ave 

Beaut newly renov 3 fam 
me in prime locn. 2 bdrm 
dplx + 2 bdrm aptw/terr + 
2 bdrm apt. Great rent roll. 
Absolutely move in cond. 
Large bkyrd. All redone. 
Welcome Home Realty 
718-513-0240 


WHY 

PAY 

MORE? 

CALL 

NOW! 


To Advertise 
Call 

718-260-2588 
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The Gates Co-op 

Gate* Avkmk (Thkoop/Tompkinn) 

Pratt Area Community Council is selling apartments 
IN A SUNNY. SPACIOUS- CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING IN BeD-StUT 
FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH QUALIFYING INCOME FROM $5Qk TO $84,4801; 

1 Bedroom Units: $134,550 - $139,500 
2 Bedroom Units: $167,253 
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1 MetroTech Center @ Jay & Myrtle 

Discount tickets up to 50% off for same-day evening and 
next-day matinee performances of Broadway, Off Broadway, 
music, dance and Brooklyn performing arts events. 


HOURS: TUESDAY- SATURDAY 11am - 6pm 

1 METROTECH CENTER 
@ JAY & MYRTL 







